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Honorifics Explained 


Throughout the Kodansha Comics books, you will find Japanese 
honorifics left intact in the translations. For those not familiar with how 
the Japanese use honorifics and, more important, how they differ from 
American honorifics, we present this brief overview. 

Politeness has always been a critical facet of Japanese culture. Ever 
since the feudal era, when Japan was a highly stratified society, use 
of honorifics—which can be defined as polite speech that indicates 
relationship or status—has played an essential role in the Japanese 
language. When addressing someone in Japanese, an honorific usually 
takes the form of a suffix attached to one’s name (example: “Asuna-san’), 
1s used as a title at the end of one’s name, or appears in place of the name 
itself (example: “Negi-sensei,” or simply “Sensei!"). 

Honorifics can be expressions of respect or endearment. In the 
context of manga and anime, honorifics give insight into the nature of the 
relationship between characters. Many English translations leave out these 
important honorifics and therefore distort the feel of the original Japanese. 
Because Japanese honorifics contain nuances that English honorifics lack, 
it is our policy at Kodansha Comics not to translate them. Here, instead, is 
a guide to some of the honorifics you may encounter in Kodansha Comics 
books. 


-san: This is the most common honorific and is equivalent to Mr., Miss, 
Ms., or Mrs. It 1s the all-purpose honorific and can be used in any 
situation where politeness is required. 


-sama: This 1s one level higher than “-san” and 1s used to confer great 
respect. 


-dono: This comes from the word “tono,” which means “lord.” It is an even 
higher level than “-sama” and confers utmost respect. 


-kun: This suffix 1s used at the end of boys’ names to express familiarity 
or endearment. It 1s also sometimes used by men among friends, or 
when addressing someone younger or of a lower station. 


-chan: 


Bozu: 


Sempai/ 
Senpai: 


Kohai: 


Sensei: 


This is used to express endearment, mostly toward girls, It 
is also used for little boys, pets, and even among lovers. It 
gives a sense of childish cuteness. 


This is an informal way to refer to a boy, similar to the 
English terms “kid” and “squirt.” 


This title suggests that the addressee is one’s senior ina 
group or organization. It 1s most often used in a school 
setting, where underclassmen refer to their upperclassmen 
as “sempai.” It can also be used in the workplace, such as 
when a newer employee addresses an employee who has 
seniority in the company. 


This 1s the opposite of “sempai” and is used toward 
underclassmen in school or newcomers in the workplace. 
It connotes that the addressee is of a lower station. 


Literally meaning “one who has come before,” this title is 
used for teachers, doctors, or masters of any profession or 
art. 


-[blankI: This is usually forgotten in these lists, but it is perhaps 


the most significant difference between Japanese and 
English. The lack of honorific means that the speaker has 
permission to address the person in a very intimate way. 
Usually, only family, spouses, or very close friends have 
this kind of permission. Known as yobisute, it can be 
gratifying when someone who has earned the intimacy 
starts to call one by one’s name without an honorific. But 
when that intimacy hasn't been earned, it can be very 
insulting. 


OH ITS 7 
HIMAWARI- 


CHAN! 
¥ 









HIMAWARE 
CHAN// 

















GEEZ/ 
THE WHOLE 
REASON 
I’M HAVING 
WEIRD 
DREAMS 
IS BECALISE 


THING! 





BUT I MET 
HIMAWARI- 
CHAN IN MY 


DREAM/ 


















IT SEEMS 
THAT TERRIBLE 
THINGS WILL 
HAPPEN TODAY. 2 











IHADA 


HIMAWARI- 

CHAN HAD Ca REOM 

THIS HUGE ABOUT 
HIMAWARI- 





"4 


SURE THAT 
HIMAWARI- 
CHAN IS NOT 
WATANUKI’S 
GODDESS 
OF GOOD 


' 
I’M PRETTY 





i i 
| IVE SAID \ 
THIS TO YOU 
BEFORE... 
















































































































































































































































































































































































THAT HAS 
NOTHING TO 
DO WITH IT. 























































































































ALL I NEED IS TO 
SEE HIMAWARI-CHAN’S 
BEAUTIFUL FACE, AND 
I BECOME HAPPY. 






























































SAY THAT 
EVERYTHING 
YOU MAKE, 
WATANUKI, IS 
ABSOLUTELY 
DELICIOUS! 


COURSE, 
IF WE HAD 
SOME 
CHILLED 
SAKE, IT 
WOULD— 














HE DIDN'T 
NEED TO 
if TAKE IT 
ONLY 


BECAUSE 

HE CAN’T 
Sala TAKE IT 
DATE... 






































WONDER IF 
HIMAWARI- 
CHAN FEELS 
THE SAME 
way! 











TT 
eer 





SHE ONLY HAD 
ME SLEEP OVER 
TO COOK HER 
BREAKFASTS 


i FIRST MOKONA 
, CRUISES ME TO HAVE 












rT eee a 
a 








BUT NO/ 
HE'S 
RIGHT 
HERE! 


WHY TODAY OF 
ALL PAYS? 



















WELL, 
HE WOULDN’T 
BE HERE. 


HE PROBABLY 
GOT UP EARLY 
AND IS OUT ON 
THE PRACTICE 
















LISTEN 


WHEN A YOU'RE 
GUY'S JUST IN TIME! 


HELP OUT. 








MY NAME ISN'T “HEY/” 


HOW MANY TIMES 
DO TI HAVE TO SAY IT 
BEFORE YOU FINALLY 

GET ITP 


YOL/RE 
you coup “Sav 


HAVE STARTED 
HER STORE IS ‘i FOR SCHOOL 
ALOT CLOSER LATER AND 
TO THE SCHOOL. STILL MADE IT, 
\ RIGHT? 


YOU AREN'T IN 
ANY CLUB 


IS THAT 


YOU'VE BEEN 
THERE. YOKO’S 
INVITED YOU 
OVER. 


THERE WAS 
THE TIME WHEN I 
PASSED OUT AT 
YOKO’S STORE 
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=| 


i i, ol | 














































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































SO, WHAT 
DID YOu 
MAKE FOR 


MY LUNCH 
TODAYP 





12 


(") You ever | | ; > an 


SAY THAT 






























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































WHAT'S 
NOTHING. WRONG, 


NOTHING WATANLKI- 
AT ALLS " R 


BUT TODAY I 
GET TO ERT 
HIMAWARI- 
CHAN'S HAND- 
MADE LUNCH, 
SO IT MUST 
BE GOOD 
LUCK TODAY! 


15 





MAN, I JUST 
HAD TO MEET 
DOMEKI ON 
THE WAY TO 
SCHOOL/ IT 
LOOKS LIKE 
TODAY IS 
TURNING OUT 
JUST AS 
yOKO-SAN 





JUST WHAT 
I'D EXPECT 
FROM YOU, 


> HIMAWARI- 
CHAN/ 


NOPE/ 
MOTHER 
DID THAT. 































NOTHING. 


I NEVER SOME DUST 
THOUGHT | OR SOME- 
YOUR EYES THING GOT 
WOULD IN MY EYE. 
BE THAT 
SENSITIVE! 


THAT JUST 
DUST COULD 











THS: 
TASTES: 
GREAT! 









17 


WHERE’S THE 
IKAMESHIP: 











WHAT'S UP? 
IS THAT SPECK 
OF DUST STILL 

IN THERE? 














DOMEKI!! 


THINK THAT... |, 
THIS IS : 

SOMETHING 

A HOSPITAL 

CAN CURE. 

















20 
























(1S LIKE 
THERE’S SOME 
KIND OF THREAD 
KEEPING MY EYE 
FROM OPENING. 
T/VE NEVER HEARD 
OF A DISEASE 
THAT LOOKS 
LIKE THIS! 





I KNOW! 


YOKO-SAN WILL 


BE ABLE TO 
FIGURE IT OUT/ 





IMPOSSIBLE. 





















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































i 
=)! 
=) 

i 
Ih 
I] 



































T GUESS THAT 
EVEN WORSE 
THINGS ARE 


AFOOT HERE. 
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i 








26 





SPIDER 
18 HOLD- 
ING A 
GRUDGE 
P! 





HE DID 
SOMETHING, 
RIGHT? TO 
MAKE THE 
SPIDER 
ANGRY? 


1) F 
f g | 


el 





| 
i 

































































IF SUDDENLY ONE DRY 
















RA HUGE THING CAME 
OUT OF NOWHERE 
AND DESTROYED THE ONLY RAN 
PLACE YOU LIVE FOR HIS STICK 
WOLLDN’T | NO APPARENT THROUGH 
THAT SEEM RERSON... THE WEB. 
SO LINFRIR 
THAT YOU 
WOLLD 
RESENT 
THE SPIDER, 
DOMEKI 
DESTROYED 
ITS PRECIOUS 
HOME. 
IT MIGHT 
HAVE BEEN 
THE MOST WATANUKI, 
PRECIOUS IT MIGHT BE 
THING IN 
ITS LIFE. 


















































































FROM ONE 
IN MOST PERSPECTIVE, 
CASES, THE IT’S NOTHING TO 
ONE WHO BE CONCERNED 
INFLICTED ABOUT, AND FROM 
DAMAGE ANOTHER, IT’S THE 
GETS OFF WEIGHTIEST OF 
BETTER CONCERNS. 
THAN THE 









VICTIM. 






















THE ONLY ONE 
WHO CAN SAY, “IT’S 
NOTHING TO BE 
CONCERNED ABOUT,” 
IS THE ONE MOST 
GRIEVED, 


















IT’S EXTREMELY EASY 
TO CRUSE A GRUDGE 
AGAINST YOU 





TO THE 
SPIDER: IT 
WAS DOMEKI 
WHO MADE THE 
IMPRESSION 
THAT IS 
CAUSING IT 
TO HOLD A 
GRUDGE 













THE SPIDER 
ISN’T HOLDING 
A GRUDGE 
AGAINST THE 
ONE WHO WAS 
CAUGHT, BUT 
THE ONE WHO 
DESTROYED 
THE WEB. 



















IF THAT'S 
THE CAE, THE 
ONE WHO GOT 
CRUGHT IN 
IFIvg THE WEB 


GOING WAS ME. 
TO HOLD A 


GRUDGE, IT 
SHOULD BE 


























































































































































NOT MUCH... (* 


UNTIL THE IEWEBO 


NOTHING, 
WHATLL 
HAPPEN TO 
D6MEKI'S 







IF IT’S 
SATIS- 
FIED. 













AMONG: 




















HUMANS, EVEN AN 
EQUAL AMOUNT OF 
SUFFERING WON’T DO. WHEN THE 
THEY MIGHT DESTROY OBJECT OF 
THE OBJECT OF THE THE GRUOGE | 
GRUDGE AND STILL SUFFERS AN 2 
HANG ON TO THEIR EQUIVALENT 
HATRED. AMOUNT OF 


ORMAGE... 





GRUDGES 
AREN'T FAIR. 




















































































































AN EQUAL 

AMOUNT 
SHOULD 
SUFFICE 


31 


BuT 
THIS IS A 
SPIDER... 
















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































33 
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My EYE’S 
BETTER. THAT 
WEB-LOOKING 
THING IS GONE. 








WAIT UP. 
ASECOND/ 











COME 
ON/ QUIT 
SAYING 
THAT/ 
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(i 

































































4 i th 
i (| | 





















































































































































Toa 
| ae 
































































































































































































































































































































T HAVE A 
LITTLE STY, 











TE SF 
: ~ £ 
: iN es 
SN? 
‘ Nil Se 
WHAT’RE 
YOU 

TALKING 

ABOUT? 

f 








































































































































































































































































































































































































i | Wi | 

| i 

| \ A | 

ii i rel 

Ml) i 

||| nt ej TNA } 
WI i | i 
% » 

| 
| 
' 






































. Al fl ! 








ra 
t 
som CALL 
e HER 
og HERE 
. 









I CAN'T 
GO INTO 
HER SHOP 






SO YOU 
CALL HER 
HERE. NOW! 
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i tly” ‘ ‘Y te 


tl THIS IS 
| GOING TO 
COST YOU. 


Mi rai fy | 





, hi Mh 







































































WANT IS 
FOR YOU 

. TO RETURN 

WATANUKI'S 

EYE TO Hil 

NORMAL. y 

(berg i | 

ail My 


tale 

























































































THE THING 
THAT TOOK 
WATANUKI’S| 

RIGHT 
EYE... 


THE SAME 
EFFECT AS 
WHEN THE 
SPIDER LAID 
ITS WEB 
ON YOUR 


YESTERDAY, 
WATANUK! 
SAID IT. 











IF THAT'S 
THE CASE... 
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L weal 


++ WOULD IT 

TRANSFER 
ITS GRUDGE 
TO MEP 






| | 
1 IF I DID | 


SOMETHING 
EVEN WORSE 
THAN DOMEKI 
DID TO THE 
SPIDER... 


eee 
























































































































































































































































THAT’S 
THE 




















E 
FULFILL 
ENTIRE WISHES. 






























































THEN HE 
ASKED ME THE 
METHOD OF 
DOING THAT, 
AND I TAUGHT 


I TOLD 
HIM THAT IT 
WOULD. 











BECAUSE 
THAT’S WHAT 
WATANUK! 
WISHED FOR. 


THOUGH YOu 
KNEW IT’D END | 
uP THIS WAY? 

















PEOPLE 


ARE 
STRANGE 
| CREATURES. 
TEACH ME OUTSIDERS 
HOW TO GET MAY LOOK ON 
HIS EYE BACK SOME RESULTS AND | 
FROM THE THINK THAT ONLY 
SPIDER, | SORROW CAME OF 
THEM, WHILE THOSE 
INVOLVED ARE 
CONTENT WITH THE 


OUTCOME. 
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.. ITWOULD MEAN 
THAT YOUR RIGHT 
EYE WOULD BE 
LOST THIS TIME, 
DGMEKI-KUN. 


«+e THE ONE THAT 
COMES TO ME 
FIRST TAKES 
PRECEDENCE. 





50 


BECAUSE 
RIGHT NOW, 
HE HAS NO 
IDEA. 


51 


YOU ARE 
ANGRY AT 
WATANUKI. 


OKAY 
TO BE 
ANGRY. 


IF APERSON 
SACRIFICES 
HIMSELF TO SAVE 
ANOTHER, THEN 
THAT PERSON 
SHOULD KNOW JUST 
WHAT KIND OF 
SCARS THAT ACTION 
LEAVES ON THE 
RESCUED PERSON. 
IF WATANUKI HAS 
ANY IMPORTANCE 
TO YOU AT ALL, HE 
SHOULD LEARN 
THATS 














GET ANGRY 
AND TEACH 


. LITTLE BY 
LITTLE, HELL | 
CHANGE. £& 
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SZ Ue 


i 
li Wr 
\ 
2, , 


Fr 


























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































(A 
¢ ? | 
TAKING A 
BATH AT NIGHT 
J ISTHE BEST/ / 
ear ae =| 
Te 
A BATH IN I 
THE MORNING a 1 
IS ALL RIGHT, 


BUT IT’S BATHS 
IN THE EVENING 
THAT ARE REALLY 
WONDERFUL! 


SS AReTN : 

aN FE: uo ESPECIALLY 

f SAKE 16 JUST WHEN WE CAN 

LEAVE YOUR aaa DRINK SAKE 
CHANGE OF ? : HILE WE c 
CLOTHES Z BY INQ Pe "BORK! 

OUT HERE. : : ‘ 




































I WAS JUST 
TALKING IT 
OVER WITH 
MOKONA. 


{ OF COURSE 
I WORRIED/ | 






I FIGURED 
THAT NOW THAT 
YOU HAVE ONLY 
ONE EYE, YOU’D 

BE EVEN LESS 
ATTRACTIVE TO 
THE LADIES. 























I’M SURE 

excuse 1%. THAT JERK 
ME/ g DOMEKI WILL 
HAVE SOME- 


THING TO 
SAY ABOUT 





THEY’ RE RIGHT. WITH 
ONLY ONE EYE, YOU 
REALLY LOSE YOUR 
ABILITY TO JUDGE 

DISTANCES. 





YOU HAVE 


7 





NESS WITH 





THEY SFID 
THAT IF I 
CAME HERE 
YOU COULD 
HELP ME! 








WAIT YOU 
DONT 
HAVE IT 

WRONG. 
WHAT'S 

WRONG 











MY WISH, 
RIGHT?! 








PLEASE! 
ILL PAY 
ANY PRICE 
IN My 
POWER 
TO PAY! 
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| PROPRIETOR 

OF THE ill 

SHOP THAT || 
GRANTS Heal 
WISHES. 














| 
a he 


ti 
a 
[2a a i 
M i ! i me ‘, il 


eT 
















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































| 
























































BEFORE 
WE SET 
THAT... 


LET’S HEAR 
WHAT YOU 
HAVE TO SRY. : 


































































































































































































































































































































































































































\ 1) 
IS ENTIRELY uP I 
TO YOU. 






























































































































































! nel i) 


AWN 





T GET THE Sa iy] 4 IS ITP YOU 
FEELING THAT’S | bag] 
I ) Hg SEEM PRETTY 
SOMETHING TO irony. \ : DISTRACTED 
BE CAREFUL OF . : ies, 


RFTER HEARING YOUR 








CERTAINLY 
IS A RARE 
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No. 
IT'S JUST 
PAPER. 








ARE 
YOU SURE 
YOU SHOULD 
OPEN ITP! 


ISN'T THAT 


PAPER SOME 
KIND OF SEAL 
OR WARD OR 
SOMETHING? 




































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































HUH? 
A 


NOTHING UNUSUAL YEAH. T 
PICTURED IN IT. MEAN...| 





} a Meera ALL THAT 
MAYBE THE ENVELOPE, I " yy COWARDICE, 
Ree || FELT CHILLS 
ENVELOPE (| RUNNING 


ITSELFPY 








THEN IT 
WAS THE 
PICTUREP 





I GUESS SO, 
Bur IT REALLY 
IS JUST AN 
ORDINARY 


AND THE . 2 : 
PICTURE IS AT | we ier ALL IT HAS 
YGKO-SAN'S < ee 1S AN IMAGE 

SHOP NOWP 





fl 7 Re 
| 


: 
WAG 
i, | 









pr 


YERH. 


i i i 


My 











SITTING | | 
THERE IN A 


R FRAME. 





IN THE 
PARLOR, 
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AND THERE 
NEVER WAS A 
RULE THAT SAID 
THAT WE HAD 
TO WALK HOME 


REALLY? 


IT LOOKS 


I THOUGHT 
YOU TwO 
WERE REALLY 
CLOSE, CON- 
SIDERING 
HOW FRIENDLY 
YOU ALWAYS 
WERE WHEN 
YOU HEADED 
HOME TO- 
GETHER. 


IT'S YOU THAT I 
ALWAYS WANT TO 
WALK HOME WITH/ 
BUT YOU ALWAYS 


HAVE SOME ERRAND 
OR OTHER, SO I’M 
FATED TO WIND UP 

WALKING HOME 
WITH HIM/ 


TOGETHER. 


LIKE THERE’S 

SOMETHING 

HE’S DOING 
AT HOME. 


I/VE NOTICED 
THAT YOU DON'T 
WALK HOME WITH 

DGMEKI-KLUN 

THESE DAYS. 


THAT 
COULDN'T = 
BE MORE 
WRONG! © 





MOST OF 
THE TIMES 
WHEN YOUVE 
OFFERED, 
I'VE HAD 
ERRANDS 
TO RUN. 
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I GUESS 
YOURE 
RIGHT. | 





































































































































































































































































































f 


AND MAYBE 
EVEN MORE SO 


SINCE YOU AND 
DOMEKI-KUN 
STARTED 
HANGING OUT 
TOGETHER. 























































































































































































































































































































I'D BE 
HAPPY TO 
WALK WITH 
yous 





BUT IF YOu 
EVER FEEL 


THE NEED, YOU 
CAN JUST ASK! 
IF YOU MENTION 


IT ALITTLE IN 
ADVANCE, I CAN 
MAKE THE TIME/ 
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anil 





SHE CAN'T 
MEAN THAT 
SHE WANTS 
TO BE 
ALONE WITH 
DOMEKIH 





I KNEW IT/ 
HIMAWARI 


ALWAYS LIKES 


IT BEST WHEN 
DOMEKI IS 
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LIQUOR IN 
WITH HER? 




















STARTING 
DINNER, 
MAYBE I 
SHOULD 

DO ALITTLE 

CLEANING. 
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S. 
quae She. 


THAT 
WOLLD 
MEAN THAT 
SHE‘LL 
DRINK SIX 
BOTTLES 
BEFORE 
SHE GETS 
OUT. 


DINNER SHE’S 
WORKING AT 
A MINUS OF 
SIX BOTTLES’ 

H. 






































I GUESS : 
I’D BETTER | 75 


DUST THAT 
AS WELL. | 





. NOTHING 
TO WORRY 


THERE’ 





THERE WAS 
= NOTHING TO 
WORRY... 


om 




















« -DIFFER- 
ENT, HUH? 
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ae 
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NORMAL 

PHOTO- 

GRAPHS akg 

PONT F WH-WH- 

— A: WH-WH- 

ot PICTUREP! WHAT 

A MOVIEP... IS THAT 
f ’ THING?! 
YOU ARE \ | “ 
ENTERTAINING. 


HOW CAN 
a ' A GUYy 
BE PURIFIED OR | : BE CALM 
SOMETHING? ff * ; 


| SPIRITUAL 
PHOTO- 
GRAPH? 


LIKE 
BURNING 


A SIMPLE 
FLAME CAN’T 
DO ANYTHING 
TO PHOTOS 
THAT CONTAIN 
SPIRITS. 
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TA 


| 
| 

{ \\\\ WP J | 
! as \\ 

VB See | 


SHE’S THE 
ONLY ONE 
dame | WHO CAN 


DECIDE 


=\ THAT. 


THE PICTURE 


MOVED?! 
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THAT'S 
MAZING/ A 
PHOTO THAT 






DID IT 
MOVE IN 
SOME 
SORT OF 
SPOOKY 
WAY? 














NO, 
IT WAS 


THE WOMAN LIKE... 


IN THE PHOTO 
WAS TURNING 
TO LOOK AT YOU, 
JUST LITTLE BY 
LITTLE. 


IT SURE 
WAS ODD! 
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ITD BE NICE IF 


DOMEKI-KUN 
T WONDER t > HEARD ABOUT 
WHAT HE’D THIS, TOO. 
MAKE OF THE 5) 


PHOTO. 


WH- 
WHY ASK 
DOMEKIP 


v1eT ASKED 
HIM AGAIN IF 
HE WANTED TO See 
WALK HOME aa 
TOGETHER, 
BUT... 





WHAT I 
MEAN IS, 
IT’S SO 
MUCH 
BETTER 
FITS 
THE TWO 
OF us! 








AND THE 
PICTURE IS 
STILL AT 
YOKO-SAN’S 


YOKO-SAN SAID 
THAT DOMEKI HAS 
THE POWER TO 
EXORCISE EVIL 
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I KNEW IT/ 
YOU JUST 


CAN’T ENJOY 


LIFE WITHOUT 
DOMEKI-KLIN 
AROUND! 
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: SORRY | 
==\ I'M LATE! 


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































iT, TOO. 


AND THE 
PHOTO HAS 
NEARLY HAD 
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i Se 
a 


yy 


«G iy 
<\ 1 
! 1 
Ede ies 
ie 
cei pe \ Ito 
THE FACT ? 
THAT IT MOVES. 
| SCARES ME. 
\ ee LIKE 
coptrrely | \ \ 
NORMAL 














‘ 

BUT iN ys A PHOTO. 
THERE’S 

NOTHING 
ABOUT THE | 

PICTURE i 

ITSELF... 

\ AN \\y 
RW 4 























































































































































































































ca 
tM 


{ I) | iy 
H i 
I 
i 
1 IT WOLD 
| SEEM THAT SHE HAR 
WN ii| WANTS TO SHOW |[F==1) AZ CTA < 
it i g 
| | i | 
| 
ie 


Hi = SOMETHING. 
i | 

































































HAVE YOU 
DECIDEDP 
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HW 
Hii 
| 
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\ 
TA 
Ml 
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| | ye” 
[PP 
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WHAT IS 
WRONG 
WITH THIS 


EVERYONE 
SEEMED TO = 
BE HAVING 
FLIN IN THE 

1%, SHE CAN PICTURE. 

TEAR IT UP 
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No, YOKO 
SAID THAT IT 
WOLILDN'T 
BE BURNED, 







BUT IF SHE 
HID ITAWAY = = 
SOMEPLACE... = 











AFTER ALL, 












IT'S A PART WANTED 
OF HER OWN ae 
PAST PICTURE 





AWRY. 














HOWEVER, 
SHE WAS SO 
FRIGHTENED 
THAT SHE 

COULDN'T. 






A PHOTOGRAPH 
DISPLAYS ONE'S 
PAST. AND LIKE 
APAINTING IT 
PORTRAYS THAT 
VERY MOMENT | 
INCLUDING THE | 
EMOTIONS OF | 
THE ONE WHO 
TOOK THE 
PICTURE. 







































































































































































































































































































































































































































































EVEN... CERTAIN 
EMOTIONS THAT THE 
PHOTOGRAPHER 
WOULD RATHER 




















PEOPLE NEVER SEE 




































































































































































THAT WAS 
JUST AN 


ACCIDENT! | 








HAVE YOU 
DECIDED 
WHAT 
YOU WANT 

DONEP 


TO BE SEEN 
AGAIN IN THE 
WORLD/ 






















































































































































































































































































THERE’S 














A PRICE TO 














BE PAID. 
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THERE IS 
NOTHING 
IN THIS 
WORLD 
WORSE 
THAN THAT 
PHOTO!! 


a 
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I SHALL 
GRANT 
YOUR 
WISH. ” 


{ 
1 
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CN | 


YOU Witt 
NER EAN 
HAVE TO SEE 

FiesIMRELOM 
THAT PHOTO. 
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mer ; ; ; | : 
i | A oo 

za RY ie i iy 
f Mi 

































































































































































AS LONG AS 
[ YOU OBSERVE 





you 
MUSTN'T 
EVER 
ALLOW 
YOUR 
IMAGE 
TO BE 
RECORDED. | 
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PHOTO- 
GRAPHS, VIDEO, 
HOME MOVIES, 
OR ANY OTHER 
MEDIUM, 


IN RNY 
MEDIA THAT 

WILL RLLOW 
A REPLRY. 








IF YOUR 
IMAGE IS 
EVER RE- 
CORDED... 





VERY LIKELY 
THAT SHE WILL 
APPEAR IN THAT 
RECORDING. 








{| 

YOURSELF TO BE 

| PICTURED ON TELE- 

VISION, THAT VERY 

SAME SCENE WILL BE 
BROADCAST TO 

EVERY VIEWER 
TUNING IN. 


fll IF YOU EVER 
4 CARELESSLY ALLOW 
| 
i 


[ 


All 





THAT IS 
WHAT YOU 
DECIDED. 











PHOTO IS 
GONE. HOW 

NOLILD WE 
EXPLAIN IT? 


SHOULDN'T 
WE TELL THE 
POLICE 

ABOUT ITP 








ies 





| 




















































































































BUT SHE | 
MAY HAVE 
BEEN A 
MURDERER/ 


BECALISE 
THAT'S 
WHAT THE 
CUSTOMER 
WANTED. 


JUDGING 
FROM HOW 
PANICKED 
SHE was, 
TD say 
SHE DID. 


DID 
THAT WOMAN 
ACTUALLY PUSH 
THE GIRL IN THE 
PICTURE OFF OF 
THE CLIFF? 





THEN WHY 
DID YOu 

MAKE THE 
PHOTO 
VANISHP 








HOWEVER, 

IF SOMEONE 
IS MURDERED, 
THE MURDERER 
MUST TAKE ON 
THE WEIGHT OF 

THE CRIME. 


ACTUALLY 


THINK YOU 
CAN AVOID 
BEING 
RECORDED 





FOR THE 

















REST OF 
YOUR LIFEP 
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I'S 













SOMEBODY 
r UNUSUAL MIGHT TAKE 
& ae YOUR PICTURE 
BY MISTAKE 
AND NEARLY WITH NO THERE 
EVERY ELEC- SECURITY 


ARE LIVE 


















TRONICS CAMERAS 
R 
cae ANYMORE. Le lletg 
wl 
DISPLAY FOR eS 
THE VIDEO 






CAMERAS. 


AND FOR 
HER ENTIRE LIFE, 
SHE CAN’T BE 
RECORDED ON 
ANY OF THOSE. 


DO YOU THINK 
YOU COULD 
DO IT? 


THERE IS 


ONLY ONE 
METHOD, 
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NEVER 
MEETS ANY- 
ONE AGAIN 


AND NEVER 
LEAVES HER 
HOUSE, IT 
MAY BE 
POSSIBLE. 
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THE ISAID IT 
PRICE FOR BEFORE... 
STEALING 
THE LIFE OF 
PNOTHER 
1S VERY 
HEAVY. 






































A PERSON. 
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at a 
HPT, ) iP 4 
















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































~<a \ 
~ Wn f 

























































































































































































f_ lel beat 
fisezee 


posi 


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































FINISHED/ 


HIMAWARI- 
CHAN! DO 
YOU WANT TO 
GOHOME | f 
TOGETHER | |*! 


























THE WEATHER: 
PEOPLE ARE 




























SRYING THAT RECENTLY 
THERE WON’T I'VE BEEN 
BE MANY GOING 
TYPHOONS HOME WITH 
THIS YEAR. HIMAWARI- 
CHAN A LOTS 


IT’S STILL A 
WAYS OFF BUT 
I/M LOOKING 
FORWARD 
TO SUMMER: 
VACATIONS 





DOMEKI HAS 
BEEN BUSY 
AS ALWAYS 

WITH HIS CLUB 

AND OTHER 

ERRANDS. 








THAT'S 
RIGHT/ 
SUMMER 
VACATION 
IT’S MY 
CHANCE TO 
T/LL HAVE GET EVEN 
TO INVITE HER CLOSER TO 

SOMEPLACE HIMAWARI- 
WHERE THE TWO CHAN/ 
OF iS CAN HAVE 
SOME FLIN/ 
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AND YOU 
PASS CLOSE 
TO DOMEKI- 
KUN’S HOUSE, 

RIGHTP 








BORROW- _JERK; 

ING BOOKS DOMEKI 
FROM 

HIMAWARI- 


WATANUKI- 
KUN, YOU'RE 
GOING TO 
WORK AT 
YOKO-SAN’S 
SHOP TODAY, 
RIGHT? 


I PROMISED 
TO LEND HIM A 
BOOK OF MINE, 
BUT RECENTLY 
WE HAVEN’T BEEN 
ABLE TO GO 


HOME TOGETHER. 


HAVEN'T 
BEEN ABLE 
TO LOAN IT 
TO HIM ALL 

THIS TIME. 
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DOMEKI'S 
PLACE 
MYSELF/ 
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THEN 
COULD 

YOU PASS (oer 
THIS ON YOU COULD 
TO HIM? | SRY THAT... 


DOMEKI-KUN SAID 
THAT HE WANTED 
TOREPD IT 

















HE TOLD ME THAT 
I SHOULDN'T GO 
TO HIS ROOM WITH- 
OLITT WARNING, 
BLT WHAT'S THE 
BIG DERLP 





THAT CREEP 
DGMEKI GETS 
TEMPLE IS IN THE WAY EVEN 
ENORMOUS/ WHEN HE ISN’T 
yi, ROUND! 


“a 


PRECIOUS TIME WITH 
HIMAWARI-CKRANS 





WELL, WITH AI PLACE THIS rake 

HUGE, IT MUST BE A BIG i 

DEAL ENTERTRINING EVEN oe 
THE INVITED GUESTS. i 








I'VE 
GOTTEN 
PRETTY 
USED TO 
HAVING 
ONLY ONE 

EYE. 


THE LESS I 
PRY ATTENTION 
TO IT, THE LESS 

IT ACTUALLY 

AFFECTS ME. 


THINGS THAT 
T SOMETIMES 
SEE... 


iii 
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AH/ 
(IT WAS HERE, 
WASN'T ITP 


THIS WAS 
WHERE THE 
SPIDERS 
WEB WAS. 






































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































SCARE ME, 
YOU JERK/ 














I DON’T 
HURT OR FEEL 
ANYTHING/ 


EYE... 
Does iT iil 





\F I TELL HIM THAT 
I SEE WEIRD THINGS 
WITH MY RIGHT EYE, 
HE’LL PROBABLY GET 
ALL PREACHY ON ME/ 


































































































































































































































































































you 
DONT 
HFIVE TO 
TELL ME/ 
ILL BE 
GOING! 






































DON’T ORDER 
ME RROUNDS 





THIS IS 
Al BOOK IF HIMAWARI- 
THAT CHAN DIDN'T 


ASK ME TO 
HIMAIWARI- COME, YOU’D 
NEVER FIND 
ME HERE AT 


DEIGNED 
TO LOAN 





REJOICE! 
OFFER UP 
PRAYERS 
OF THANKS 
TO HER/ 








WERE YOU 
JUST AT THE 
LIBRARY OR 
SOMETHING? 


WHAT'S 
WITH THAT PILE 
OF BOOKS? 


PND THEY ALL LOOK 
REALLY OLDS 





= 


THEY'RE 
PART OF OUR 
COLLECTION. 
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Tal 
= 





Y zs 
il « 





eg vay f; 


Ai eI 
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THAT'S THE ONES 
WHERE YOU DON’T KNOW |F 
YOLIRE SLPPOSED 7O TAKE OFF 
YOUR HAT BEFORE GOING IN, 
OR IF IT'S A HEBEL HOUSE. 


THIS PLACE 
SEEMS TO BE 
SCREAMING 
THAT IT 
HAS HISTORY 
BEHIND IT. 





WITH ITS 
OWN SPECIAL 
COLLECTION. 

IT REMINDS 


ME OF A 
COMMERCIAL. 


YOU'RE 








THINKING 
OF THE ONE 
FOR SOME 
CONSTRUC- 
TION 
COMPANY? 





THEY SAY IT 
WAS BUILT & 
MORE THAN 

A HUNDRED 
YEARS AGO. 

















BUT THE 
WALLS DON’T 
LOOK LIKE 
THEY’RE 
THAT OLDS 


HUNDRED {| 
YEARS?! _ 














THE ONLY ONE 
WHO MADE ANY 
SIGNIFICANT USE 
OF IT WAS MY 
GRANDFATHER, 
THOUGH... 
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I HEARD THAT 
ONCE, BEFORE 
I WAS BORN, 
THEY DID A HUGE 
RESTORATION 
PROJECT ON IT. 















=] ~~ ——— 7 
fi | YOUR 
GRAND 
‘i FATHER? 
YERH... THE ONE 
WHO WAS 
CHIEF 





PRIEST? 














THOSE 
ERRANDS 


YOU SAID YOU 
HAD TO DO 
AT HOME... 


+ WERE 
STRAIGHTEN- 
ING UP THE 


COLLECTION? 









aa | 
snag one pneu i0 00g 





DON’T YOU 
HAVE WORK 
TO GET TOP 


























ae 








r ii —_. 














‘Sirona an ana ay wvnedod 

















iW My «YOU WANT 
WHO SAID ievee evel 
I WANT TO (fx Ce eens 


DO THAT?! ee. Be Gee 


LAST TIME YOu FORCED 
ME INTO IT! 





WHO'D EVER WANT 
TO CLEAN SOME- 
\. BODY ELSE'S YARD! 


HE FORCES WORK = 
ON OTHER PEOPLE! 
e EKI'S: 
< AN IDIOT! 
iRiorh 


A COLLECTION 
AT DOMEKI'S 


Guy IS NICE 
ENOUGH TO 
DELIVER A 
BOOK FROM 
HIMAWARI- 

CHAN ... 





IT SEEMS 
LIKE QUITE AN 


IMPRESSIVE i ; { 
COLLECTION. ITHAS TO 
Z BE FULL OF 


TREASURES 


HE’S GOT 
ALL SORTS 4 
OF OLD 
P NICE CATCH, iC 
¥" 


MISTRESSY 











3 THERE WAS 

ANOTHER A ONE CALLED 
CALLED BREEZE THE BOOK OF 
OF THE SMUDGE } DECIPHERING 
FIRE, AND THERE f SPELLS... 
WAS ONE CALLED Ir 

SOLUTION 
OR SOMETHING 

LIKE THAT. 
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+. THAT MAKES 


STRAIGHTEN- 
ING UP HIS 
COLLECTION. 


WHILE HE'S: 


t STRAIGHTEN-| fS 





WHAT 
MAKES: 
SENSEP 


WHAT DOMEKI- 
KUN IS DOING 








DOMEKI-KUN’S 

GRANDFATHER | ||| 

~ NH BAB WAS THE HEAD | | A METHOD 

THERE : ae PRIEST. Hi TO RETURN 


PROBABLY ih THAT EYE TO 
ARE ALOT Hil NORMAL. 

OF BOOKS wh 

RELATED TO 

SPELLS AND 
CURSES. 














































































































AND HE 


eum anne ACTED AS AN 
YOU'D HAVE TO BRING. EXORCIST. 


BAGS OF MONEY AND 
BEG ON YOUR KNEES 
TO GET A SPECIFLTY 
‘SHOP OR ALLUSED 
BOOKSTORE TO 

LET YOU HAVE ONE 





SINCE I 
REFUSED TO 
HELP HIM, HE‘S 
OUT TO DO IT 
HIMSELF 























ITOLD 
HIM THAT IT 
WAS MY 
DECISION, 
AND HE 
SHOULD 
FORGET IT/ 





139 


WATANUKI, 
I’M OUT OF 
CHILLED SAKE/ 


TLL GO 
GET SOME. 



































F 
THAT'S 
THE 
++ THEN YOU CASE... 
SHOULD REALIZE 
THAT WHAT DGMEKt 


| KUN IS DOING IS. 


BY H/S DECISION 











EVEN IF I | 
SAID THAT IT’S | 
IMPOSSIBLE 
FOR SOMEONE 

ELSE TO 
INTERFERE ... 


HE STILL 


WOULDN'T GIVE 
UP HE'D STILL 
LOOK FOR SOME | 
THING THAT HE 
CAN DO. } 
| 






















AND THAT'S 
EXACTLY WHY 
DOMEKI-KLIN 

| WILL NEVER 

NEED TO 

ENTER MY 
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NOTHING 
ON HOW 
TO GETA 
PERSON'S 
EYE BACK/ 


THERE’S 
INFORMATION 





























NOW TO CHECK 
ON THE BOOKS 


FROM THE EAST 
COUNTRY... 
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XGZ,  HOWLONG IS 
<A STRAIGHTENING 
UP A COLLECTION 
SUPPOSED TO 





|F WORK’S 
FINISHED, 
THEN YOL’D . 
BETTER GET ANYWHERE IN 
STRAIGHTEN- 
ING UP/ 


\, YOU NEVER CHANGE, 
DO YOLPY 





















Se =; 


F ) | SP } “7 
\ 1a cy nn 
: mes ie 










1 KNEW RBOLIT 
YOUR PATHETIC 
EFFORTS, AND 
THAT'S WHY 
WATANUKI-SAMA 
BROUGHT YOU 
DINNER! 






ze 


' 
"A 





REJOICE! [7 
DANCE NTT 


A DANCE ; 
OF APPRE- i 
CIATION! [| /- 

























THAT, YOU 








IN THIS 

IS A MOUNTAIN 

OF BOOKS OF 

SECRET TECH- 
NIQUES AND 


al ITEMS. 





BUT 
YOu FEEL ‘ 
NOTHING. 
RIGHT? 


NN 

















































I GUESS 
MY GRAND- 
FATHER DIDN‘T 
BRING ANY- 
THING BAD 
HERE, 


THERE’S ONE 
THING THAT 
TURNS MY 
STOMACH 


ANE THAT'S YOLY 





THERE HAS 
TO BE A DARK, 

ROTTEN PLACE 
i IN HERE, 






I DON'T 
SENSE IT. 










THINGS 
ALWAYS 
GUARD 
SUCH s 
PLACES/ 





JUST A 
LITTLE.. 








































































































_— 
ya 


= 
“i 








IT’S YOUR HOUSE, 
RIGHT? BRING SOME 
OF YOUR OWN/ 








FORGET THE 
CROQUETTES 
NEXT TIME. 














IT’S TIME 


NIGHTTIME FOR YOU 
IS WHEN THE TO GO. 
SPIRITS COME 
OUT MOST, 
RIGHT? 
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T ALREADY 
LOOKED 
THROUGH 
THAT ONE. 













DOING THIS 
WITHOUT 
ASKING, 





SHOULD BE 
NO PROBLEM 
IF LT RESEARCH 
IT WITHOUT 
ASKING TOO. 


YOU GOT A 
PROBLEM 
WITH THAT? 


WANNA FIGHT, 
YOU JERKPS 


GO SEARCH 


QUIT ACTING THROUGH 
oe oven aee tm 


YOU'VE HAD THAT ATTITUDE EVER 
SINCE YOU WERE A KID, HUH? 
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TH-THAT’S 
INCREDIBLE 
CALLIGRAPHY! 


IT'S TOO INCREDIBLES 
T CAN'T EVEN READ IT/ 















































OH, NO! 
OH, NO! 

I BROKE 
SOMEBODY 
ELSE'S 
COLLECTION! 


SO THIS 
IS SOMETHING 
THAT YOUR 
GRANDFATHER 
ACTUALLY 
WROTEP 
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RADIO 






































































































































































































































¢ RD 
Ores 





Wy 
*/s : 
q ty & \ | 
VS Na \ 
| 


————— 


S — wl 
KNOTT 
Shes 


7? Henan 





ee EX MRDBAAA 
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ny 
‘ 
6 


/ 


) 
\ 


IN 
\' 


i 


: 





Ou 
BE ABLE TO 
KEEP ITFROM {1/2 
GETTING \i 7 
AWRY. 





DON’T 
TOUCH IT/ 
YOU'LL LET 
ITLOOSE 

AGARINS 


DON'T LET 
IT OUT, WE’LL 
NEVER GET 
THE BOOK! 


FORGET 
ABOUT ME! 











ALL RIGHT, | 
THEN FORGET |} 
ABOUT ME, 
TOO! 








$O YOU 
GO AWAY! 


WHAT GOOD 
IS IT GOING TO 
DO TO HAVE THE 


BOOK TRAPPED | 


IN THERE TOOP 


WE CAN'T LET 
IT LOOSE WITH- 
OUT SOME WAY 
TO COMBAT IT/ 
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ExX2 
Fos 
is 
La 
= 
ae 4 
Ez 


yo 











IT BE ALL 
RIGHT TO 
USE THOSE 
SEALS? 















































































































































































DELICIOUS? 


What WANK 
aN ian} S 
. 3 f Ss 
LOOK HERE/ 
DON’T THESE 
WORDS LOOK| 
> 

































































































































































































































































































































































i | f ity, 


(lt 
fr I taf) 
| Ups 







































































































































































































































































































































































170 








S T KNEW THERE 
$-so 
ian THEY WERE WAS QUALITY 
1, AND WHAT 4 CERTAINLY i ae 
IAPPENED ° EFFECTIVE. W 
Aspe . DOMEKI-KUN'S 
GRANDFATHER. 


THEY LIVE IN 


BOOKS, AND | 
THEY LOVETO | 


EAT IMPORTANT 
! OR VALUABLE 
WORDS. 


THAT'S WHY 
IT LITERALLY 
FLEW TOWARD 
THE WARDS 
PENNED BY 
DOMEKI-KUN’S 
GRANDFATHER. 
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IT’S LIKE 
IT NOW HAS 
THE COMPLETE 
PROTECTION 
SPELL INSIDE 
ITS BODY. 


BUT AFTER 
IT ATE ALL 
FOUR OF THE 
PROTECTIVE 
WARDS, IT 
COULDN'T 
MOVE ANY- 
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YOU'RE 
SAYING IT’S 
BECAUSE I 


SHUT THEM 
BOTH INSIDE 
THE BENTO. 
BOX? 
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Iv’sS 
HIMAWARI 
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LOOK AT Sy 
WHAT HAPPENED _. WHAT T 
TO HIMAWARI- Ny 
CHAN'S BOOK! & 





Translation Notes 


For your edification and reading pleasure, here are notes to help 
you understand some of the cultural and story references from our 
translation of xxxHOLic. 


Page 15, Time to dig in! Utadakimasu!) 

In a tradition that mirrors saying grace in Christian tradition, nearly 
all Japanese say the word “itadakimasu" before eating. “Itadaku" 1s 
the formal verb meaning “receive,” combined with the formal verb 
ending “maau.” The literal meaning would be “] shall receive,” but 
now it is only something said by custom before eating. 








TIME TO 
DIG IN/ 











Page 17, Ikameshi 
In 1941, Japan was in the midst of a 


WHERE’S THE rice shortage due to the war, so an 
IKAMESHIP 


enterprising food vendor started to 
stuff what little rice he had into squid. 
Then he seasoned it with soy sauce 
and other ingredients, slow cooked it, 
and sold it at Mori Station near 
Hakodate on the Northern Island of 
Hokkaido. It was called “ikameahi" 
(squid-rice), and it became one of the 
most popular ekiben (train-station 
boxed lunches) in all of Japan. 
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Page 90, Buridaikon 
Buridaikon is buri, a kind of 


A yOKo- 


yellowtail fish, simmered with | oon 
daikon radish and ginger and Fie. 
served in a sauce made up of soy ING OF 
sauce, mirin, sugar, and saké. palilss 
Rumor has it that the Emperor's DRIKON, 
AND... 


chef invented it as a way to cook 
yellowtail, which the Americans 
brought when they arrived in the 
black boats in 1853. 






















THE WEATHER 
PEOPLE ARE Page 123, Typhoons 
SAYING THAT The only difference between 
THERE WON'T 
BE MANY hurricanes and typhoons ts the 
TYPHOONS location where they have their effect. 
THIS YEAR. 


North America gets hits by hurricanes 





b that have names. Japan and the other 
countries in northeast Asia get hit by 
IT’S STILL A 
WAYS OFF BUT typhoons that are numbered. Both 
I’M LOOKING are different names for the class of 
FORWARD h lled (i D 
10 SUMMER storms that are called (in genera 
VACATION! tropical cyclones. 
~ 











Page 125, Book Covers 

Most bookstores in Japan will bag a 
purchase of several books, but if the 
customer buys only a single book, the 
bookstore may give the purchaser, in 
lieu of a bag, a book cover made of 
paper with the name of the bookstore 
printed on it. 
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THAT'S THE ONE/ Page 133, Hebel House 


yournt urposb to mezorr | Within the first decade after World 


Toe ete tieeeneneoes War I], a West German building 
THIS PLACE contractor named Josef Hebel 

SEEMS TO BE developed a new concrete-based 
SCREAMING building material. In 1961, he built 

THAT IT his first Hebel House with it, and 
HAS HISTORY in 1967, signed his first manufacturing 
BEHIND IT. license with Asahi Chemical in Japan. 
Asahi is using Hebel’s materials to 
create houses, apartments, and other 
buildings to this day. 








Page 135, Tsuchimikado 

Early in the Kamakura period (1185-1333), Emperor 
Tsuchimikado came to the throne and reigned for 
twelve years (1198-1210). 8ut in this period as in 
the thousand years before it, it was the Shogun 
who wielded most of the power. During 
Tsuchimikado’s reign, the Shogun was Yoritomo 
and his descendants. 





Page 136, Flowing Somen 
(Somen Nagashi) 

This 1s a summer treat where 
boiled and then chilled wheat 
noodles (somen) are sent down 
a chute made of a bamboo pole 
sliced in half lengthwise. The 
diners are supposed to catch 
the noodles as they travel down 
the chute, then dip the noodles 
in acup of chilled broth and eat 
them. 
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Page 140, Masumi Arabashiri 
Arabashiri is a white, cloudy saké that 1s the 
first saké produced when the fermented 
moromi (final mash) is squeezed out from 
the cotton sacks used for filtration. It 1s 
unpasteurized, sold for only a few months 
in a year, and has a distinctly fresh taste 
and aroma. The saké company Masumi 
makes a well-regarded Arabashiri. 








Page 148, 
Croquettes 
Croquettes (kurokke 
in Japanese) area 
European dish that 
has been adopted 
and changed to suit 
Japanese tastes. It is made mainly of mashed potatoes mixed with 
omon and bits of meats, then deep fried with a light breading. 






DON'T 

FORGET THE 

CROQUETTES 
NEXT TIME. 


Page 149, 
Thanks for 
THANKS the meal 
FOR THE (Gochisé- 


MEAL. sama) 
Like the phrase 


“itadakimasu” 
(see the note on 
page 181) said at the beginning of a meal, the traditional thing to 
say at the end of the meal 1s gochis6-sama deshtta, which means 
“thank you for the feast." However, the words have become so 
ingrained 1n the culture that it can be said when one dines alone, 
or when one has made the meal oneself. Now, it simply is 
something to say when one is finished eating. 
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Page 165, Sorry to barge in 
(O-jama-shimasu) 

Like other standard phrases like itadakimasu 
and gochisé-sama (see notes on pages 181 and 
184), o-jama-shimasu is a standard phrase 
used when entering someone else's home. It 
literally means that one 1s getting in the way 
or barging in, but these days, it is just 
something polite to say upon entering a 
person's house. 
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T ALWAYS 
WANTED 
TO SEE 

THE STORE- 

ROOM AT 

DOMEKVS 














ALSO, SINCE WATANLKI 
MADE HIS FAMOLIS BENTO, 
I THOUGHT I’D COME 
AND CLAIM A SHARE/ 





aly 

















IT’S ONLY 
NIGHTFALL. 
IT’S THE 
TIME FOR 
REVELRY/ 












































































































































e IT’S SO LATE, 






























































= YOU SHOULD 


SANP RIGHTP 






























































THEN A 
RIGHTP Bar oR 
RESTAURANT 
Aj 'S THE PLACE 
Z TOREVEL/ 





Goop 
MORNING, THOSE 


TWO MUST BE 
WATBNUK | | armas oe 
KUN/ SOMETHING 


HOW 
CAN THEY 
MANAGE TO 
DRINK SO 
MUCHP? 


AND IN THE 
END, I WAS 
FORCED TO 
DRINK LINTIL 
MORNING IN 

DOMEKI'S. 

STOREROOM. 





1m | didi 


| ih 
(Ge 


if y 
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I’M SORRY. 
I COULDN'T 
STOP IT IN 


IT ISN’T 
YOUR FAULT 
WATANUKE 


GIVE ITA I'S TRUE! 
THE WORDS 
SECOND 
THOUGHT! HAVE GOTTEN 
ALL MIXED UR 








HIMAWARI- 
CHANIS = SN 
TOO CUTE! ~ 


HER SMILE BURNS x 
ITSELF ONTO MY EYES. 
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OH, ALSO, 
D6MEKI SAID 
HE'D BLY YOU 
ANEW BOOK. 


HE WAS BEING 
VERY FLIPPANT 
ABOUT It. 


NO, IT 
WAS PRETTY 
CREEPY/ 


ITWOLLD SORT OF 
SLINK AROUND 


BUT A 
BOOK WORM? 
I WISH I HAD 
SEEN IT, TOO/ 
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THAT HIMAWARI tj _.WHY WAS 
WASN'T MY ? ‘ YUKO-SAN SO 
GODDESS OF j INTERESTED IN 
GOOD LUCK. 3 WHO THE BOOK 
4 BELONGED TO? 


THINK OF IT, 
SHE SAID 
SOMETHING 


WHAT 
WAS THAT 
SUPPOSED 
TO MEAN? 


NOTHING 
AT ALLY 


OR RATHER, 
YOWRE LOOKING 
YOUR ABSOLUTE 

BEST TOPAY, 
HIMAWARI-CHAN! 
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‘a nF 





















































MAYBE T/LL 

MAKE PORK 

KAKUNIDON 
TONIGHT. 











NOW? 


THAT JUST 




























































































en YOU'RE 
1) THE TALK OF 
THE TOWN IN 
OUR WORLD! 
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EVERYBODY'S 
AFTER IT 


I'D LIKE 


war iT, TOO, 
WOULDN'T —BLIT... 
WANT TO 

MAKE HER 

ANGRY AT 








LIKE I’M 

SAYING, 

I DON’T 
KNOW 


get 
Loge 


P We y 
fF 


Cy 


¢ 2 
A, 
A: 


YOU JUST 
ASK HERP 


THAT GIRL? 
SHE'S A NEKO- 
MUSUME, 











SHE WAS 
CHASING 
GOLDFISH, 
RIGHT? | 
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SAID THAT | 
EVERYONE’S | 
AFTER YOUR | 
RIGHT EYEP 


















































































































































BIT OF A e f 
[= PROBLEM. fami 







































































































































































































































































































































































WILL NEVER W 


GET YOUR 


RIGHT EYE 
BFAICK. 
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T’VE BEEN 
BEHIND YOU 
FOR A WHILE. 
FROM EVEN BEFORE 


YOU STARTED MAKING 
THE FUNNY FACES 

















WHAT WARS 
THAT YOU 
WERE 

SAYING? 
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THEN LET'S 
GO HOME 
TOGETHER 
NEXT TIME. 


MINE ARE | | ARE YOUR 


FINISHED, | | cinisHepe | HIMAWARI- 


ALL THAT’S 
LEFT IS TO 
THROW OUT 
THE TRASH! 


REALLY? 

THAT'S 
TOO 
BRD. 


IT ISNT 
EVEN CLOSE 
TO TOO 
BAD! THE 
OPPOSITE! 





206 


OKAY? T/LL 
BE RIGHT 
BACK, SO 
WRIT HERE/ 


WATANUKI- 


ES JUST 
AN IDIOT. 


a ] r | 
./ oRmayBE | ff 
? | Hi "eg i 


RIGHT EYE 
IS OKAY. 





IT'D BE 
NICE IF IT | 
COULD HEAL | ; 

QUICKLY. 
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YEAH. IT’S 
SO FUN, WE 
SEEM TO GET 
HERE IN NO 


AH/ THIS 
ISAS FAR 





YOU MEAN {” 
WE'RE HERE = 
ALREADY? | 


THAT MUST MEAN CALLED 
SHE CONSIDERS IT FUN/ 
BEING WITH ME 
AS SOMETHING 














WATANUKI- 
KUN/ SEE YOU 
TOMORROW! 
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++ WHY WOULD 
yOKO sAY 
SOMETHING 
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I’M 
HAPPY WHEN 
I’M WITH 
HIMAWARI- 


OAT y 
ip 
f 





y WwW, 


\" 
LW 


a iil 
















JUST NOW... 

l| IFT HADN'T 
STOPPED, 

= THAT WOULD 

a HAVE HIT ME... 

ose WOULDN'T 

IT HAVE? 





















































I’S ALL 


YOUR 
FAULTS 


WH-WHERE 
ARE WE 















TO 
WHERE 
YOUR 
BOSS 
1S OF 
COURSE! 
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Wwe HAVE A 
REQUEST. fH] 
! 


REQUEST. 


THE 
ZASHIKI- 
WARASHI 
HAS BEEN 
CAPTURED. 
















































































































































































































































































































































































WILL BE 
GRANTED, 


YOUR WISH \ 


THERE IS 
NOTHING 
THAT CAN 
REPLACE 
HER 





| 












THEREFORE, 
YOU WILL GET THIS PAYMENT 
THE WARDS IS FAR TOO 
BROKEN... VALUABLE 
FOR SIMPLY 
BREAKING 
NO MATTER THE WARDS. 


WHAT ELSE, ONE 
MUST HAVE 


HIRED HEND SATISFACTION. 





RECEIVING MORE 
THAN ONE’S DUE 
AND RECEIVING 
LESS ARE BOTH 
FORBIDDEN 



























































































































































I'S HIS 
FAULT THAT 
THIS ALL 
HAPPENED! 


+ YOU WILL 
NEVER RESCUE 
THE ZASHIKI- 
WARASHI BY 
YOURSELVES. 


WHAT DO 
YOU SAY, 
WATANUKIP: 
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S Wi 


> 
\ 
> 


a> ))) 


S 


a 
kA 
- 
\2 \\, S 
AN N 
aN = 
Lf Ls . 
a) = 





\\ 
x NW, 
As 


comers; 
= 
a 
ig! 








yuu 


ie 


i 
€ 


: Fg 
Go a 


i 


THAT’S A 







SHOULDN'T 
MOKONA HAVE 
GONE TOOP 










IT CAN SEND 
THEM RIGHT TO 
WHERE THE ZASHIKI- 
WARASHI IS BEING 
HELD PRISONER 
IN ONE FLIGHT. 





TENGU FAN 
FOR YOU. 













a | 
é 
«-WATANUKI =F <> 


MUST UNDER- 7 
STAND FOR 
HIMSELF. 






















































































































































































































































































































































































) Mea, ((, | 


dh fal ceil ! | 
















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































WITH THE EVIL 
THAT'S LEAKING 
OUT OF THAT 
PLACE, IT TAKES 
EVERYTHING I’VE 
GOT SIMPLY TO 
STAND HERE, 


SHE'S: 
IN THAT 
BUILDING? 


| 


THE THING 
THAT'S 
HOLDING 
THE ZASHIKI- 

WARASHI... 


THING YOU 
CAN'T CROSS 
SWORDS WITH 

AND WIN/ 


PROBABLY | 


AY 
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yOKO-SAN | 

SENT ME | 
ALONG ON 

THERE | 

Must Be THIS TRIP 

SOMETHING 


THAT I 
CAN DO! } 
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e Dy sy Ne i as 
4 oj} Tp eh 
Vis SSSSs Seen J 


F ote 

’ ee SS | 

Ser Or Wee 
SS 


ss Sf 


~~ > 











































































































IN, IT’S 
NOT LIKE 


SHE‘LL 










WE CAN DO 
NOTHING 
RIGHT NOW 





+ TO RESCUE 
THE ZASHIKI- 
WARASHI AND 
COME BACK 

OUT HERE. 
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THE PIPE 
FOX SPIRIT 
BROKE THE 























CHILLS ARE 
STRONGER 
IN HERE THAN 


OUTSIDE, 











IF I STAY 


LIKE THIS, 





LSS 





AND BRING 
HER BACK 
WITH ME/ 


SSS Zz 









| i a 











2 


iN 











‘i 








WATANUKI 
IS AWRY 




















ME HERE... 











THE FACT 
THAT YOU'RE 
WRITING FOR 


as ul 




















aio 
o uw 
a2oge 
oeY?2ax 
Pave 
I2zn=F 
FEO 




















| 











WAITING 
HERE BY THIS 
COMPLETELY 
EMPTY LOT. 
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I CAN’T SEE 
ANYTHING HERE BUT 
A ROTTING FENCE 
AND LAND LEFT TO 
GROW WILD. 


BEFORE, 
WHEN I WAS 
TOLD TO 


I SAW COME HERE... 
WATANUKI 


SUDDENLY 
APPEAR ON 
THIS SIDE OF 
THE FENCE. 









































































































































































































wil) | 


IT ISNT 
NECESSARY nee 
FOR YOU S1ORH 

TO SEE IT DOME 


THAT'S 
BECAUSE 
YOU DON’T 
KUN 

z= 








SO, WHAT 
DID YOU WANT 


TO DISCUSS? 





IS IT 
TRUE THAT 
WATANUKI'S 
EYE WILL 
NEVER 

RETURN? 











I SAW 











HIM AT SCHOOL WHY DO 
| LOOKING AT HIS YOU THINK 
: | REFLECTION IN THAT? 
| AWINDOW. 








HE MUMBLED 
A QUESTION TO 
HIMSELF... *I/LL 

NEVER GET IT 
BACK, HUH?” 














239 




















IT SEEMS 
HE REALLY 
NEEDS 
TO UNDER: 

STAND... 





|  WATANUKI 
| DOES... 
















































































| 


REALLY 
CUTE 


—/) 
BY = 
D4 : 
fOMMMRBSS ACS | 


WHAT THE 
RUMORS 


MN 


SORE) = 
‘~ mes SI = 











A CERTAIN 
PART OF YOU 
ALREADY 
KNOWS THE 


ANSWER. 





























| 
! 





| 





































































































































































































































































































































































} 
NN 
om 


[— or 
so © = 
\ 4 
SS 
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BUT I GUESS IF 
SOMETHING HAS 
EVEN A LITTLE 
SPIRITUAL OR 
MAGIC POWER, 
EVERYBODY 


AROUND HERE 
WANTS IT. 










SRY THAT IF 
paMnny THESE DAYS, 
irs THAT | THEREARE Few THEY CAN GET 
creepy | TREASURES THEIR HANDS 


LIKE IT. ON IT, THEY 
FEELING CAN INCREASE 


ITS POWER 
DOZENS OF 
TIMES OVER. 


GARASL AND 
FORI WERE 
ESPECIALLY 

INTENT ON IT. 


BUT THAD 

THAT MAY ‘ SOME 

HAVE BEEN ¥. TROUBLE 

SIMPLY THE fr < 

ROUTE I 

HAD TO 
TAKE. 











YOU TOOK 

ONTO YOUR- 
SELF IS A 
FOLLOWER 


| 
: 
| 


OF MINE. | 
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b- 


THERE 
WERE THOSE 
WHO USED TO 

CALL ME JOR! 
GUMO LONG, 
LONG AGO. 


Lae. 
fe 


2SeSSCy 
LEBEN SD 
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SHE KNEW 
THAT YOUR EYE 
WAS PASSED 
TO ME, AND SHE 
CAME TO GET 
IT BACK. 


THE ZASHIKI- 
WARASHI 
SEEMS QUITE 
INFATUATED 
WITH YOU. 








SHE KNEW THAT THE 
ENCHANTED ATMOSPHERE 
AROUND ME WOULD BE 
PAINFUL FOR HER, AND 


YET SHE CAME. 











“SUA 


‘ ¥ 

















PLEASE 
LET THE 
ZASHIKI" 
WARASHI 
GO. 




























































































































































































BUT 
PLEASE 
LET THE 
ZASHIK! 

WARASH| 





wend J] 


SSS 

KOs 
RON 
BS = 











lp 
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IF ONE 
WERE TO EAT 
THE ZASHIKI- 

WRARASHI'S 


rrr Gal 


it 
Zl ; By 
es 


a fee 
bowv 
S208 
8983 
wZat 
Zeac 
Oxr> 
ae mo 


y Pea 
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IF THE 
LEFT EYE 
STILL ISN'T 
ENOUGH... 


w 

eeg 

=Ox 
od 


Sane ee 
SO 
SOE x 
CN 
SEAN 
SS 
SES 
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IN OTHER 
WORDS, YOU 
CONSIDER 
HER AN 
ABSOLUTE 
FOOL WHO 
WOULD TRY 
TO PROTECT 
WORTHLESS 
TRASH SUCH 
AS YOURSELF 


































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































«IS WORTH 


DbO 
YOU THINK 
SOMEONE 
WHO'D 
SACRIFICE 
HIMSELF 
SO EASILY... 





THE SAME AS 
THE LIFE OF 
SOMEONE SO 
PRECIOUS? 








AND YOU'D 
THROW THAT 
AWAY LIKE 
ITWAS 


THE 
ZASHIKI- 
WARASHI 
WENT TO 

THESE 
LENGTHS 

TO 

RETRIEVE 
YOUR 
RIGHT 

EYE... 



























eo y 














fi 
i 


ig 
| a \y | 

| A yl 

.) I 








WEDPCEOS 
eles 
ABOUT YOU. ) 

| R 




























































































oilers 
WIOTOLD 
YOU DEAR. 


























0 2 i= YET = 
ae (= YOU NEVER = 
ig i-? —=4 NOTICE, AND S 
ae ee’ ‘FAIL TO VALUE Z 

- he === YOURSELF -* z 
eae fF AT ALL. ae 4 
2 =—— = 
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YOU HOLD 
IN DISGUST 
THOSE WHO 
WOULD HURT 
OTHERS... 


«AND YET 
YOU DO IT 
YOURSELF. 


LOOKING 
AT THE 
SCARS YOU'VE 
ALLOWED 
TO BE INFLICTED 
ON YOURSELF I 
CAIN'T IMAGINE 
THE AMOUNT OF 
SCARS YOUR 
ACTIONS HAVE 
INFLICTED ON 
OTHERS. 





iin cS 
CD 


7 











IT’S THAT 


ATTITUDE... 


I JUST 
LOATHE. 














IS » 
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7 cRYP 
(ot: 
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YOU MUST 
BE CUTE WHEN J , 
| YOU CRY. LET 
ME SEE. j 
Za Z Ze i Z Z / 
Z | 
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| | 1 
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Say Dh 

| Ee ~ | 
Li > eV mS Ht 
s TO) TE 


YOU FOR 


PROVIDING 
Kill THE MEAL. 








(T’S TRUE. 
A SPIDER’S 
WEB MAKES 


° 


IT’S TIME T 
WITHDRAW. 











SS 


SS 
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IT HAS THE 


POWER TO 
WASH AWAY 
THE EVIL 
PRESENCE. 


THIS 
LAKE IS 
OF PURE 


MOUNTAIN 
WHERE WE 


you 
FAINTED 

FROM 
THE EVIL 





YOU'D NEVER 
OPEN YOUR 
EYES AGAIN... 


I WAS SO 


w2rnnneKnA 
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THIS IS... 
yOKO-SAN'S 


THE HOUSE, 


BATHS? 














SO THIS WATER FROM 
SPOTIS = THE WELL OUT- 
CONNECTED SIDE TO FILL 
TO THAT THE BATH. 
MOUNTAIN, 




















































































































































































































THE MEDICINE 
CHEST READY 








IT WILL 
NEVER 


¢—\/ THAD THIS 
SENSATION 
THAT MY 
RIGHT EYE 
WAS 
PASSING 





IT MELTED AND 
COMPLETELY 
DISAPPEARED 

Rf, INSIDE THE 
JOR6-SUMO. 


T 
FEELING I 
GET NOW 

IS THAT IT’S 








































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































4 































«oe THERE'S 
SOMETHING 
I LEARNED 
FROM IT. 
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HE ASKED ME 
TO GIVE IT TO 
YOU IF YOUR 
RIGHT EYE 
COULD NEVER 
BE RETURNED. 
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WATANUKI 
WORKED 
VERY HARD. 
TOO. 








}  YOUDON'T 
| ONLY BELONG 

| TO YOURSELR | 
YOU KNOW. 


WHEN 
SOMEONE 
MAKES A 
CONNECTION ... 


ss THERE 
yp ISALWAYS 4 
SOMETHING Mf 
SHARED | 


(1S THAT WHICH | 1 


BRINGS OUT FUN... 
ANP SADNESS... 


\ 
| 


it 
iii 












I DOUBT THERE jj 
IS A SINGLE 

PERSON IN THIS 
WORLD WHO 

BELONGS ONLY 
TO HIMSELF 


SO PEOPLE 
WILL NEVER BE 
COMPLETELY 











= _ a 
TS SARS NS 
SS SSS 
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MN 
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RIGHT, 
SO WHAT 
ABOUT ITP 


FAIR IF I’M 
THE ONE TO 
MAKE IT AND 

CARRY IT/ 





SO you 


WATANUKI- 
SAMA MADE IT 
AND BROUGHT 

IT HERE! 


CARRY LUNCH 


CARRY ITTO DESTINED TO 
SCHOOL/ 


BE EATEN BY 
AN IDIOT/ 








SO WE 
EACH | 
CARRY 
HFILF THE 
BURDEN, 
RIGHT? 





“THANK TASTE 
YOU SO MUCH, IT, AND 
WATANUKI-SAMA/ THEN 
I WILL NEVER SAY IT/ 
QUESTION 
YOU AGRIN/” 
THEN GROVEL 


IN THE DIRT 
AT MY FEET/ 


HOW DRRE YOL?Y 
WHEN YOU'RE JUST 
DEmeKi¢ 














if 


@ 


a 


Mpa 








HEADED 
Outs 








D6MEKI'S 
RIGHT-EYE 
VISION USED 
TO BE 20. 


WITH 
ONLY HALF, 


BuT WASN’T 


YOu SEE NW YOUR EYESIGHT 
| ORIGINALLY 
WORSE, 
WATANUKIP 





HE SEES HE SEES. 
TOO MUCH = TOO MUCH 
HE SEES wv HE’S IN i 
TOO MUCH, \ TROUBLES TROUBLE/ 
AND NOW s 
HE'S © IN® 


paws TROUBLE! 


NEED IT IN 
CHORUSH/ 
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WATANUKI | 


BUMPS INTO | 
THINGS ALL | 
THE TIME... | 





«WHILE 
DOMEKI 
| DOES IT 
ONLY NOW 
AND THEN 









































FROM A LEFT 
EYE 18, RIGHT 
EYE 20, TOR 
LEFT EYE 18, 


TOO MUCH, 

ANP NOW s 
HE'S IN 

TROUBLE! 


RIGHT EYE 10. 


IT WONDER 
HOW DOMEK! 
IS DOING. 





I'M SURE HE'S 
OUT BASHING 
INTO THINGS 
AND FALLING 
DOWN ALL THE 


TIME WHEN 
I’M NOT 
LOOKINGH! 





I WILL 
NEVER GO 
i pe SHOPPING 
THE THINGS H WITH YOU 
La AGAIN 


NOw, WHICH 
ONE WILL T 


THE “THINGS 
..-HAS ; 
YOU BLY” 
NOTHING THAT YOU NEED 


TO DO 
ME TO CARRY 
with THis, MF 1 ere 


RIGHT? 






































LOOK AT 
THIS ONE/ IT’S ! 
BEAUTIFUL, ns em REFRIG- 
ISN'T ITP I THOUGHT ERATOR/ 
IT WAS ABOUT 
TIME WE GOT 
OURSELVES 
ANEW ONE. 


AT LEAST 
CHOOSE 
SOMETHING 
FROM HERE! 
HOW ABOUT 
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BECAUSE 
IT WILL 


NEVER GET 
ISN'T THE 


PROBLEM. 


TO BE 
BLUNT, IT’S 
A DEFECT. 


IT 


THERE’S SOME 
FOR SOME MASS-PRODLUCED HAPPENS 


REASON EVERY 
ITEM, AND ALTHOLIGH 
IT ALWAYS 1 irLooKs Fine, it’s SO OFTEN, 


BREAKS =) BROKEN FROM THE RiCnss 
DOWN: : 2 START. 
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AND MAYBE I 
TEND TO BUY 
MORE THAN MY 
FAIR SHARE OF 

THEM... 


DON’T 
YOU SENSE 
THAT IT’S 
EVEN 
SLIGHTLY 
DIFFERENT 
FROM THE 

RESTP 





LOOK AT IT. 
LOOK WELL. 


SURE, THOSE | 
THINGS EXIST... 


CAN‘T TELL 
THEM JUST BY 
LOOKING, 
CAN YOU...? 
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HAVE YOU 


PASS ON \N STILL WANT ME 
THIS ONE. \ HV TO Buy ITP 




















+ WOULD uP TO 
HAVE 
BOUGHT 
IT, HUH 


..- HAS 
DONE MORE 
THAN SIMPLY 

IMPROVE 
YOUR VISION. | 


j 
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(S JUST 
WHAT I’M 
LOOKING 
FOR INA 
REFRIGER- 

ATOR! 





cone T’D LIKE 


I'M TELLING | HOME OUR- THAT ONE, 
you, ITS z SELVES/ 


(T'S RERLLY 
IMPOSSIBLE/ 
UNDERSTAND? 
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oll iil 
i 
i | 
i] 
A BHAI) 
I | 
HIM 







































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































7” 


WHAT IS ||| 


mT 


THIS? 


SOME 
KIND OF 


MASCOT Hl 
FOR THE f 


STOREP 














¥ 


fi 
HAN 

















iT COULDN'T BE 


OLD-MAN-SOUNDING 
VOICE I JUST HEARD 



































Wa 


at 
‘if t V3 
i 
qty 
IS THAT 
WHERE YOu 
POP YOUR 
ME. 










”) ( 
it 


ay 
“a ’ 
| 


ANOTHER 
WEIRD THING 
SHOWED UP/ 


ny 
\ A STORE ISN'T NIN 
THE PLACE FOR Wi 


PLAYING 
ROUND, Hi 


WHAT'S i | | é 
ial by | || THE FEELING |||), THAT'S 
a eee, | YER 
\ re hi 
termes PUNISH 
2 TOME h\ Bx 
BEFORE... 


THAT 
NO-GOoD 
YOUNG'UN IS 
A FRIEND 
OF YOURS? 





THAT 
CHILD 
LOOKED 
Ay ME 
AND 
CALLED 
ME A 
“WEIRD 

THING’! 


If YOU'RE “PLEASE NOT 
| _ Have Al 
XX EXTENDED 


GOING Td KEEP 
A HIRED HAND, 
YOU OUGHTA DO 
THE UPBRINGING 
RIGHT! 


HE'S THE 
ONE THOSE 
RUMORS ARE 

ABOUT? 





OVER THE YEARS 

PEOPLE'VE CALLED 

ME RANG, AMONG 
OTHER NAMES. 


IN ANY CASE, IT 
LOOKED BETTER 
THAN SOME PLUSH- 
TOY MASCOT 
AN ELECTRONICS 
STORE WOLLD GIVE 

OUT FOR FREE... 
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IMA 
LIGHTNING 
MANIPULATOR. 


T’VE SEEN PICTURES 
OF RANU IN BOOKS, 
BUT IT ALWAYS 
SEEMED TO BE INA 
FORM THAT SHOWED 
ALITTLE MORE 
DIGNITY. 








SSS 


wi fF. 


@ hy 























































































































\ 
: enn a 
wl 


sr 


LS 
SS 


S 


SS 























eS Ar THANK YOU SO MUCH! 
CALL IT A 8 SE THIS REFRIGERATOR 


THanc-you | by 
GIFT FOR THE Cy I 
WOMAN WHO zee all 


SET ME FREE. 





awe 


. 


v. 
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TWAS FREE 10 COME 
DOWN FROM THE SKY 


Mop he AFTER SO LONG, AND 
PLILLED INBY 
MAGNETIC THAT PLACE JUST 
WAVES? DREW ME IN. 




















AND WORSE, I 
COULDN'T LEAVE 
THE BUILDING. 


THEY COME UP 
WITH THINGS THAT 
MAKE THEIR LIVES 
HARDER, AND BUILD 
THEM WITH THEIR 

OWN HANDS. 


CHANCE. TO 
STEP OUT 


FOR A WHILE. 


BUT 
WHY WERE 
YOU AT AN 
ELECTRONICS 


CREATE 


ANYTHING 


USEFUL! 
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CONT TT 




















THEY 
PROBABLY 
DON’T EVEN 
RECOGNIZE 
WHAT GIVES 
! THEM PAIN 
ANYMORE. 


th 
| th, 








hi im ie 











hit ee, init 
| = i Di onl 






































a 


a i - 
































HE ISN'T 
WHAT THE 
RUMORS SAY 
CHANGED. 
CERTRIN 
ENCOUNTERS 
HAVE DONE 
THAT TO HIM. 


MEETING YOU 
HAS CHANGED 
HIM ALSO. 


DON’T YOU 
THINKP THE OLD WATANUKI 
WOULD PROBABLY 
QUITE, TAKEN NEVER HAVE NOTICED 
WITH HIM. YOU FAIND SIMPLY 
PASSED YOU BY. 


CERTAINLY 
TS AN 








THE TEA 
IS READY. 


THANK YOu, 
MA’AM, FOR THE 
HOSPITALITY. 









































































































































































































































AS THANKS 

FOR SOME 

DELICIOUS 
TEA... 













1 HAVE 
SOMETHING 
TO SHOW YOU. 
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Que 
EOE 
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PROBLE 


=@ 





WITHOUT 
NEEDING 
TO BUY 
ANEW 
TOCELE-  perric- 


BRATE/ ERATOR... 


{or 
ATE 
| LOT 





I KNEW IT! we | Aone 
YOU WERE 

JUST HAVING 

A GOOD TIME 
THROUGH 

ALL OF THIS!! 





THAT 
MUST'VE 
BEEN 
PRETTY 


REALLY WAS 
BEAUTIFUL! 
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FIREWORKS: 
IN THE RAIN 
YOU SAY? 


T WISH WE 
HAD SEEN IT 
TOGETHER/ 









OH, I AGREE/ 
iF ONLY WE 
HAD SEEN IT 

TOGETHER, 


















WATANUKI- 
KUN WAS 
JUST NOW 
TELLING ME 
ABOUT THE 
FIREWORKS 
IN THE RAIN 
THAT HE SAW. 





han ——~ 
ft / aND twas 
| SAYING THAT 


on 

ITWOULD HAVE | oe oiy 
BEENSO MUCH yg ZERO 
FUN IF WE HAD | EXPRES- 
ALL SEENIT | SIONMASK \—y 
Sy \ TOSETHER | SHOWS UP 








TO RUIN THE 
\ WONDERFUL 
DONT TIME I WAS 
WANT To SN HAVING y 
SEE IT wired AS WITH a 
YOU! T omy HIMAWARI- 
WANT TO CHIN! 
SEE IT wird 
AIMAWARI- 


CHAN! 
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WATANUKI- 
KUN/ THANKS 
SO MUCH FOR 
LUNCH/ 


SEE 
YOU IN 
CLASS/ 


YERH/ IN 





AHS 
T HAVE TO 
GO TO THE 
TERCHER’S 
OFFICES 


AND DOMEKI- 
KUN, SEE YOU AT 
THE CLASS REPS 
MEETING AFTER 
TH-THE CLASSE SCHOOL! 
REPS ONLY 
MEET ONCE 
A MONTH... 
I'M IN HER 
CLASS! AND 
AS A CLASS- 
MATE, THE 
TIME I 
SPEND sie 
WITH WSs 














THE FIRE- 


THE RAIN. 





YOU SAW IT IN 
A BOOK OR 
SOMETHING? 


FROM THAT STORE- 
HOUSE OF YOURS? / 


WHERE? 
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THROUGH 


THAT EYE. 





YOU’RE 
SAYING THAT 
THE THINGS I 
SEE THROUGH 

THIS EYE... 








I GUESS 
I CAN SEE 
THEM TOO 


IT ISN’T 
ALL OF THE 
TIME, BLT... 











\ SS 
N 


\ ‘ebobn.,\ 
} \\ Ye 
> 

i? \\ p 
\ S 


a 
t. : 









5 ‘ WHERE'S 
PRIVACY?! 





IF HIMAWARI- 
CHAN WERE 


...SHE/D SRY 
EVER TO HEAR 
ae OF THIS... \ YOU WILL 


"SMILE OF NEVER, NEVER, 
HERS... | P | Sie] NEEEEVERRRR 
TALK ABOUT 
THIS TO 
HIMAWARI- 

















_Z 












= SSM ine 


\ 
nie 





NOW 
WATANUKI- 
KUN AND 
DOMEKI-KLN 
ARE AS ONE 
MIND BND 
ONE BODY! 


| 














ae ee 





AND THE MOMENT 


THOSE WORDS LEFT 
HER LIPS, MY HEART 
WOULD LNDOLIBTEDLY 


STOP COMPLETELY/ 





THAT'S 
WHY I 
ASKED 
IF you 

WERE 


LISTEN- 
ING, YOU 
CREEP! 

x 


MAKE THE 


TSUKUDANI 


a 
| 





ALITTLE 
SWEETER 
NEXT TIME. 


i \ (( 
> ; +, ee 


Ke 
gil 7 i = 
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ai By 









































Dat 


aN «aS 

















LOOK AT 
ALL THE 
SNOW! 








THE FIRST 
SNOW OF THE 


| SERSON CAME 
EARLY THIS 


A BUTTERFLY? 


IN THIS COLD 


WERTHERP > 2% 
344 





I’M HERE, 
LIKE YOU 


I DID SAY 
“COLLECT,” 
DIDN'T IP 


COLLECTIVE NOLIN 
RN ENGLISH- THIS HAS 
LENGUAGE 
GRAMMAR TERM NOTHING 
THAT REFERS TO TO DO WITH 
ALNOUN THAT / 
GATDERSTIKE ACCOUNTING! 
TYPES AND 
REPRESENTS 
THEM AS A SINGLE 
WHOLE, 9, 
WORDS SUCH 
RS *FAMILY" OR 
“BATTALION” 


FROM THE 
KODANSHA 
JAPANESE 
LANGLIAGE 

1 DICTIONARY. 


BUT 
WHAT 
IS HE 

DOING 
HERE?! 


TO GATHER 
TOGETHER IN 
ONE PLACE. TO 
REQUISITION 
MONEY FOR 
GOODS OR 
SERVICES. 
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THIS MORNING 
SHE SAID TO 
ME, “I’M SO 
SORRY, BUT 

gg TODAY I HAVE 


KUNOGI 
SAID SHE HAD 
TO BE IN THE 
MUSIC ROOM 
FOR PIRNO 
LESSONS. 


HIMAWARI- 

CHAN HAD 

FA SLIGHTLY 
LONELY LOOK 


LET’S WRAP UP 
H THE PUBESCENT 


of RAMBLINGS 
FOR THE DAY, 


‘PLAYING 
IN THE 
SNOW*// 


PROCEED- [. 


INGS ARE 
THESEP 


IF I HAD TO 
COLLECT TOGETHER 
WITH SOMEONE, 

I WOULD RATHER 
IT HAD BEEN 
HIMAWARI-CHANS 


Now, LET'S 
GET RIGHT 
INTO THE 
PROCEED- 
INGS. 
















PLAYING . 
IN THE F (git mer MAKE 
SNOW? AY =| WHATEVER 
AT OUR 2 YOU LIKE 
AGEP i ey, FROMTHE 


SNOW IN 
THIS PLAY- 
GROUND. 


ESPECIALLY BOTH OF 


AT YOUR AGE. 4) YOU MAKE 
\ SOMETHING, 


AND FOR THE 

\ |i ig BEST, I HAVE 

oe “SOMETHING 
ay Goop” 

PREPARED. 


THE ADULTS 
ARE THE 
ONES WHO 
ESPECIALLY 
NEED PLAy. 





NO. mt 
; : $-SO THIS HAS 
NOTHING 4 ; SOuE TING TO 


WHATSO- ae : DO WITH ADULT 
EVER. A Sr ~~ PLAYP 
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YOU MEAN, YOU 
DON’T WANT 
TO SHOW WHAT 
YOU MADE WITH 
THE SNOW TO 
HIMAWARI- 
CHAN? 


I DONT 
WANT TO 
DOITIIN 
FREEZING 
WEATHER 
LIKE THISP 





MY ISN’T 
HE AN IDIOT unt? 
QUESTION 
(3 WHAT 
TO MAKE...P 








BUNNY, 
RIGHTP 


I JUST 
IMAGINED 
AND YOU, HIMAWARI- 
D6mekiP CHAN AND 
MADE IT. 








BECALISE, 
YOU SEE... 
I’M NOT 
THE ONE 

TO DECIDE, 


WHERE 
IS THERE 


INDECISION? 


I'VE SCORED A 
COMPLETE VICTORY 












































HEY, THE ONE 


KNOW THAT MOVED 
BEFORE ’ WAS DOMEKI- 
THAT, WHY IS KUN'S SNOW- 


THAT THING 


SUPPOSED TO 
FOLLOW THAT 


‘THAT WHICH 
ARRIVES WITH 
SNOW’! 
WHAT “THAT” 





























BECAUSE 
THAT WHICH 
ARRIVES WITH 
SNOW LIKED 


DOMEKI-KUN’S 
SNOWMAN 


THAT'S 
WHY IT 
MOVED, 





WHETHER YOU 
UNDERSTAND 
IT OR DON'T 
UNDERSTAND... 









WHETHER 
YOU ACCEPT 
IT OR NOT... 














THAT’ 
ALL THERE 
IS TOIT. 





“a Sy, NY 
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WATRNUKI 


LOSES/ 














FINE! WHO 
CARES? 


SNOWMAN 
MOVES 
OR NOT 
IT WON’T 
HELP HIM 





+»-FAIND HELPS 
THE WINNER 
OUT IN THE 


SNOWBALL 
FIGHT THAT 
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Se ees ES 


\< 











MOKONA 
IS JOINING 
THE DOMEKI 


TEAM TOO! 


T/LL JOIN 
YOU TOO! 








Translation Notes 


For your edification and reading pleasure, here are notes to help 
you understand some of the cultural and story references from our 
translation of xxxHOLiC. 





Page 183, Benté 


The traditional boxed lunch of ALSO, SINCE WATANUKI 


Japan usually features a main q MADE HIS FAMOLIS BENTO, 


course on a bed of rice and N I THOUGHT I’D COME 
; AND CLAIM A SHARE/ 


includes pickled veggies, salad, 
cooked egg, and other foods 
along with sweet beans for 
dessert. But the term benté has 
been expanded to mean just 
about any meal that can be 
taken from place to place. 











Page 186, Flowing Somen 
Chilled noodles sent down a bamboo chute. (See a more detailed 
explanation in the notes for volume 7.) 











4 Page 192, Pork Kakunidon 
‘| NOW... Fi ‘ 
once MAYBE T’LL Pork that is cubed and boiled to make a 
Seite, MAKE PORK topping for a ricebowl-style meal. 
] KAKUNIDON 


TONIGHT. Page 199, Neko-Musume 


Unlike the modern Neko-Musume (cat 
girl) that’s popularly depicted in anime, 
the traditional Neko-Musume is a cat 
that can transform into the shape of a 
young girl. Sometimes her catlike 
attributes stay in place (ears, eyes, tail, 
etc.) and sometimes they don't. Asa 














Neko-Musume gets older, it may become a Nekomata and gain 
additional odd powers. 


Page 249, Yata-garasu 


ae A bird that both inhabits and 
( 
BN = THE YATA- represents the sun exists 
y ») PN | SARASU AND : 
\ : FOR| WERE throughout East Asian mythology. 
ts ne ESPECIALLY Peart : 
| TENT ON IT In Japan it is the bird of 


























THAD 
SOME 





Amaterasu, the sun goddess— 
a raven called Yata-garasu. 


Page 249, Féri 
The name includes the characters 


TROUBLE for wind and tanuki (the badger 
J al THERE. _ 
Y y \Z spirit), and as the characters 
dp v4 imply, it’s a storm tanuki with 





e. 





Page 251, Jor6-Gumo 


Literally it means the Prostitute Spider. The 
Jor6-Gumo as it exists today is an orb spider 
with the Latin name Nephila clavata. There 
are tales of a mystical Jor6-Gumo from the Izu 
peninsula that depict her as the beautiful 
mistress of a waterfall who tries to ensnare a 
man in her webs and plunge him to his death. 
In another story, she takes fatal revenge for a 


broken promise. 


great magical powers. 





Page 254, 
Fox-Fire 

The Japanese 1s 
kitsunebi, which 
translates directly 
to Fox-Fire. 





Page 272, Thank You for 
the Meal (Gochisé-sama) 
Many standard set phrases are 
used in daily life in Japan. When 
finishing a meal, one says what 
the Jor6-Gumo said: Gochisé- 
sama, which means, “You have 
provided a feast.” (See a more 
detailed explanation in the 
notes for volume 7.) 









YOU FOR 
| PROVIDING =} 
THE MEAL 























Page 281, Welcome Home 
(Okaerinasai) 

Another standard phrase in Japanese is used 
when one comes back to a place where one 
belongs (usually home, but it can also refer to 
one's workplace or a frequently visited 
restaurant, etc.). Those already there greet 
the returnee with okaerinasai, which can be 
translated as “welcome home.” The returnee 
usually says tadaima, which means “just 
now” but can be translated to “I'm home!” 





WELCOME 








Page 298, Watanuki-sama 

One does not usually refer to oneself with 
an honorific. But in this case, Kimihiro 1s 
trying to point out that he did something 
selfless and deserves respect for it. 


Page 319, Raijii 
The name Raijii is made up of the kanji 
4 GY for “thunder” and “beast.” In Japanese 

— mythology, it usually appears in the form 
of living creatures such as cats or monkeys, but there are cases of it 
taking flight as a ball of lightning or fire. RaijG 1s the companion of 
Raiden, the Shinto god of lightning. Marks of lightning on a tree are 
said to be made by Raijti's claws. 







OVER TwE YEARS 
eek cade 
HE MA, Om 
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Page 321, Darling and cha ig 
Devotees of old-school otaku obsessions would 






recognize this as a standard line from the Rumiko IT'S TIME 
; TO TERCH 
Takahashi classic manga and anime, Urusei DARLING 


Yatsura. For those who don't recognize it, the ALESSON! 


story features Lum, a cute oni-hke Japanese 
ogre) alien with the power to emit electric 
shocks. She winds up engaged to her “darling,” a 
high-school boy, Ataru, who is the world’s 
biggest skirt-chaser. When he shows interest in 
anyone other than Lum, she punishes him with 
electric shocks. She ends nearly all of her 
dialogue with the relatively meaningless but very cute -cha or da- 
cha sentence-ending particle. 





Page 342, Tsukudani 

A mixture of sweet beans, seaweed, fish, and meat that is preserved 
by boiling 1t down in soy with some mirin Japanese sweet wine) 
added. These are usually served as a side dish or as a topping for rice. 


Page 346, Collect 

The word Yako used and then defined was shaig6, and the second 
dictionary meaning of the word was to put numbers together in 
mathematic sets, to which Kimihiro 
replied that math has nothing to do with 
the situation, Unfortunately, we couldn't 









I DID SAY 
*COLLECT,” 












find an official mathematic translation 
for “collect” (there probably is one, but 
we didn't find it), so we went with the 
accounting meaning of the English word. 
A more natural word would have been 
“gather,” however the word Mokona was 
defining in the same panel was the 
related word “collective noun” (shig6é- 
meisht in Japanese), and so to stay with 
the closest possible translation, we stuck 
with the word “collect.” 
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THAT WAS THE 
FIRST DREAM 
OF THE YEAR: 

FOR ME. 












I THINK IT’S 
AMAZINGLY 


BESIDES, IT HAS : HIMAWARI- 
AN EGGPLANT IN IT, , i : CHAN REALLY 
SO IT MUST BE AR > IS INCREDIBLE/ 
GOOD DRERM/ oN ae f = AND HER SMILE 
2 1S JUST DIVINE! 





T KNOW 
THAT MOUNT 
Fudi AND 
HAWKS HAVE 
A CERTAIN 
SENSE OF 
SOMETHING 


PLANT, GOOD 


DO YOU 
SLPPOSEP 


WAS YOUR 
FIRST DREAM, 
HIMAWARI- 
CHAN? 





HAPPENING... 


DON’T THEY 
SAY THAT 41 
(S MOUNT FUJI, 
#2 IS A HAWK, 
AND #3 IS AN 
EGGPLANTP 





























SORT OF A 
FRIGHTENING 
DREAM... 
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UP TO THE 
MID-POINT, IT 
WAS MUCH LIKE 


AND LITTLE 
BY LITTLE THE 
THING GOT 


SUDDENLY 
I REALIZED... I THOUGHT 


I/D SHAKE THE 
IT FELT LIKE PURSUER OF SO 
IT WAS RIGHT RAN AS FAS’ 
BEHIND ME. i 


AS I COULD, BUT 
ITWAS NO USE. 


++.FIND WHEN 
I TURNED 
TO LOOK... 


TWAS 
WALKING 
THROUGH THE 
BLACKNESS, 
AND T HEARD 
FOOTSTEPS 

BEHIND ME... 


INCREASED 
MY PACE, THE 
SOUND OF THE 
FOOTSTEPS 
QUICKENED 
AS WELL. 






















































































































































































































































































































































































THERE’S A CLASS 
REPRESENTATIVE 
MEETING THAT I 

HAVE TO ATTEND! 















































































































































































I KNOW 
IT’S IN 
THE 






I’M 








ALWAYS THANK 
GETTING yours pe he 
THINGS cibey 
FROM YOL/ Q 





NO... game \ SORRY! 
Iv - 
OKPY, 





SORRY! 









T JUST HIT 
MY HEAD AL 
LITTLE. 





HERE 
ARE SOME 

iat el MADELEINES 

DON’T I MADE 
APOLOGIZE/ YESTERDAY. 
I MADE THEM 
BECAUSE I 
WANTED TO. 














THINK OF THEM 
AS A THANK-YOU 
FOR TELLING ME 
ABOUT YOUR 
FIRST DREAM 
OF THE YEAR. 
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HAIVE TO 
DO THAT, 
REALLY! 


AHS T/LL 
MAKE SURE 
THAT DOMEKI 
GETS SOME~ 


THE EXPLANA- 
TION IS THAT IN 
THE OLDEN DAYS 
THE FIRST OF THE 
YEAR WAS WHEN 
THE VERY FIRST 
EGGPLANTS OF 
THE SEASON WERE 
HARVESTED, SO 
THEY WERE 
EXPENSIVE AND 
HARD TO OBTAIN. 
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BECAUSE 

YOU SAID 
YOU'D HELP 
IN KUNOGI’S 


BUT 
HIMAWARI- 


I DON’T 
UNDERSTAND 
WHY T HAVE 
TO HELP YOU/ 








SOT 
HAD TO 
SAY, STLL 
GO HELP 
OUT! WY 
THAT’S 
ONLY 
NATURAL? 
ASA 
FELLOW 
HUMAN/ 





RELATIVE WAS 
VISITING HER 
HOME, SO 
SHE HAD TO 
BE THERE/ 


BUT THERE WERE 
LEAFLETS FROM 
THE REPRESENTA- 
TIVES’ MEETING 
THAT SHE HAD TO 
WORK ON, AND 
SHE DIDN'T KNOW 
WHAT TO DOs 




















THE MORE 
YOU KEEP 
PLAYING, 
THE LATER 
YOULL GO 
HOME. 


THINKING OF 

IT THAT WAY, 
THIS WAS A 

VERY GOOD 
DECISION. 


I NEVER 
THOUGHT 
THAT I’D 
BE DOING 

IT WITH 

YOU 


yN’ 


I HADN’T 
SWITCHED, 
THEN 
HIMAWARI- 
CHAN WOULD 
HAVE BEEN 
ALONE WITH 
DOMEKI/ 


I’M NOT 
PLAYING/ 


TM WORKING AS 
HARD AS I CANS 


CAN'T YOU 
FOLD THAT 
BETTER/ 
CLUMSY 
DOLT/ 
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THAT.../ 


IT CAN’T 
BE.../ 


IF SOME- 
THING HAD 


ITS... 


NO... 
HIMAWARI- 
CHAN WOULD 

NEVER... 
NOT WITH HIM/ 
NOT A CHANCE, 

NOT EVER, 
NEVER, BUT... 


YOU CAN'T 
TELL THE STUFF 
THAT YOU MADE 

YOURSELF? 


WHY ARE YOU 
EATING THEM?! 


HAPPENED... 


THAT'S RIGHT! 
TWO PEOPLE ALONE 
AFTER SCHOOL 
IN THE CLASS 
REPRESENTATIVES’ 
ROOM SEEMS 

KIND OF CLICHE. 


AREN'T 
THOSE THE 
THINGS THAT 
I MADE...? 


THERE ARE TIMES 
WHEN A GLY KNOWS, 
BUT HE STILL WANTS 

TO MAKE SURE/ 





KUNOGI 
GAVE THEM 


SHE DIDN’T 
_ HAVE TO 
ARAARAH! SHARE THEM 
: WITH HIM/ 
CHAN/ 


aaeIN MY FIRST 
OREAM OF THE 
YEAR, MY GRAND- 
FATHER CAME 
RIDING IN ON 
A HORSE. 
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GEEZ! 
DOMEKI, 
THAT 


CREEP/ 
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I HAVEN’T 
SEEN ANY 
REALLY 
DANGEROUS 
ONES IN SO 

LONG... 


eee LLET 
MY GUARD 
DOWN. 
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++ THAT THE HUGE 


«AF THATS TRUE, TaN IEAT Wes 


HOW CFIN SOME- GOING, TO ERT ME 
AND DOMEKI AND 
THING THAT'S EVERYTHING 
JUST A DREAM i 
MAKE ME FALL... | WASADREAMP | * 





Tet 
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OR TO BE MORE 
SPECIFIC, IT’S A 
DREAM THAT WILL 
LATER BECOME 
REALITY. 


A DREAM 
THAT HAS 
SOMEHOW 

BECOME 


an 
a qHaT’s 


«+e T NEVER 
HAD A DREAM 
ABOUT BEING 
CHASED BY A 

SPIRIT LIKE 

THAT. 
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Wi Zz ya 


‘4 


HIMAWARI-CHAN 
TO! 


= nat ju 


“HIMAWARI-CHAN’S =| 
DREAM BECAME A 
TRUE DREAM. 


BECAUSE 
YOU BOUGHT 













































































MADELEINES? 


























| Al 
FIRST DREAM 
OF THE YEAR. 



































WATANUKI, 
YOU BECAME A 
DREAM BLIYER. 











AND THAT 
DREAM TURNS. 
INTO REALITY. 


IF YOU HEAR 
WHAT HAPPENS 
IN R DREAM 
AND YOLI PRY A 
PRICE FOR IT... 


» THAT 
DREAM 
BECOMES 
YOURS. 
















AND THEN... 
THE WHITE WAS THE SPIRIT 
PRS HIMAWARI- THAT WAS 
WITH CHAN'S CHASING 
DOMEKI DRERMP ME... 
RIDING... 
IL = As = | 











THAT WAS 
PROBABLY 
DOMEKI'S 
DREAM. 





BE THANKFUL 

THAT YOU GAVE 

DOMEKI SOME DOMEKI'S 
MADELEINES GRAND- 








FATHER... 






































































































































(T WASN'T 
ME WHO GAVE 
THEM TO HIM 
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WHAT 
IS IT ABOUT 
HIMAWARI-CHAN 
THAT YOU LIKE 
SO MUCH? 


++ AS LONG 

AS IT WAS 

HIMAWARI- 
CHAN’S 
DREAM? 


WELL... 
IF IT WAS 
HIMAWARI- 
CHAN’S 
DREAM... 


WOULDN'T YOU 
HAVE BOUGHT IT, 
EVEN KNOWING 
IT WAS A NIGHT- 
MARE... 
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WHAT IS 
IT ABOUT 
DOMEKI 
THAT YOU 
HATEP 


YOU 
JUST 
axa CAN'T 


ACCEPT 
I, CAN 


OF COURSE 
IT’S SOME 
THING YOU 

HAVE TO 

REALIZE FOR 

YOURSELF 


Now I AM 
THE MOST 
ACCEPTING 
T HAVE EVER 
BEEN IN MY 
LIFE! 
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vo 
REALLY 
LIKE TO 
HAVE SOME 
STEWED 
EGGPLANT 


FERRING 
TO THISP/ 


WHY IS MY DREAM ON: 
‘SUCH A TINY SCALEPY 





All 


























































































































YOU'LL 
HAVE TO 
GET THAT 
BOUGHT 


FROM YOU. 











WAS THAT A 
TRUE DRERM 
,TO0P! 
YOKO-SANY 





























































































































































































































































































































BOUGHT 



























































































































































































































































































































































































































































BYA 
DREAM 
BUYER. 
























































CAN'T GO 
THAT WARY. 








IS TRYING 
TOGO 
THROUGH 
THERE. 














WHY DOT 
HAVE TO GO 
THROUGH 
THIS NARROW 
SPACEP! 





THIS IS A 
HUGE, WIDE 
ROAD/ WHY 

CAN’T I JUST 


BECAUSE 
YOU HAVE TO 
GO THIS WAY! 


















































SOMEHOW... 
ALL ARROUND 
THERE’S THIS 

WAVY FEELING... 


Se 
Kr 
\ 
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SS 


ARON 
CO OOS 


S 


Ts 
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THAT'S 
BECAUSE 
THIS IS 
ANOTHER 
WORLD. 
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yuKo- 
HAN! 


| 
a 
t NS 


LONG TIME 
NO SEE/! 





NORMALLY 
No sae YA 
THAT IT'S 
$0-SO, BUT... 


. NOWADAYS 
THERE AIN'T SO 
MANE EOE 


1 DREAMIN! THE 
ronan DREAMS THAT 
* GOT ANY 












ARE YOU 
GONNA 

SELL IT 

TO MEP! 


YES, 
THE BOY 
BOUGHT 

THE DREAM. 
































































































































































































































SCRAP OF 
DREAM! 
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I 


GUESS 


THAT AIN'T 


E 
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NOUGH 


THREE!! 


YOU SHOULD 
KNOW EXACTLY 
WHAT THE OREAM 
ARROW IS WORTH. 


I GUESS 
YOU AIN'T 
GONNA 
SELL IT SO 


NO, TAKE 
TWO OF 
‘em! 








YOL/RE 
AN 
EXPERT 
DREAM 
BUYER. 


IT'S ONE 
OF THOSE 
Goop- 
FORTUNE 
OREAMS 
You 
HARDLY 
EVER SEE 


TAKE A 

GOop- 
FORTUNE 

OREAM 
FROM ME! 





I'VE BEEN 

RAISING 
THOSE 

ge | FOREVER! 


AND THAT’S 
THE ONLY 
REASON 
WHY THEYRE 
VALUABLE 
ENOUGH TO. 
BUY THE 
ARROW. 


IF YOU LET THIS 
OPPORTUNITY PASS 
YOU By, YOU MAY 
NEVER BE ABLE TO 
BUY ONE LIKE IT 
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THAT'S 
YGKO-HAN 
FOR YA. SHE 
KNOWS HER 
sTurF! 
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YOU FIND FLUIN ; 
INRAISING = 
ALL OF YOUR 
DREAMS. 


RAISING 
UP THIS ONE 
IS GONNA 
BE FUN/ 


THIS IS 
A REALLY 
GREAT 
DREAM! 





























IM 
SURE.. 


++ THAT IT WILL 
BE ABLE TO 
BANISH ANY 
NIGHTMARE 





ITLL BE 




















A SACRED 






































DREAM. 











































































































































































































YOU CAN 
PUT IN ALL 
THE SWEET 
WORDS YOU 


I GOT MYSELF 
A TERRIFIC DREAM! 
THIS IS A GOOD 
DAY FOR ME! 


BUT I AIN'T 
GINING AWAY 


T FEEL GOOD 
ENOUGH TO 
STOP BY THE 
FOX SPIRITS 
CART AND 
CELEBRATE 
WITH SOME 
ODEN! 


YGKO-HAN- 
SUCH A : ANP YOU, 


WONDERFUL 
OFFER IS VERY 
TEMPTING, 

BUT... 


IT’S ABOUT 
TIME FOR THE 
PATHWAY TO 
THIS WORLD 

TO CLOSE. 





BROTHER... 
YOU WANNA 
COME ALONG? 
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YOURE 
TALKING 
ABOUT 
AN ADULT 


WITHA 
CHILD? 





WHEN 
YOU TALK 
ABOUT 
THE FOX 
SPIRITS 

ODEN... 
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COLLD YOU 
PLEASE GIVE 
THIS TO THE 
YOUNG BOY 
FOX SPIRIT? 


IVSA 
THANK-YOU 
FOR WHEN HE 
SAVED ME AT 
THE HYAKKI 





THAT'S 
RIGHT! IF 
YOU DON'T 
GET MONIN!, 
YOU'LL 
NEVER GET 
BACK! 





ERTEN 
AT THEIR 


CART 
YAKO BEFORE, 
PROCES- pND 


SION... ALSO... 





ANYBODY 


| HIMSELF A RARE 


GOOD-FORTUNE 
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TILL BE SURE 
TO PASS IT ON 
TO THE ODEN 


CART OWNER'S 
KID, SO DON'T 
YOU FRET, 





DIDI 
DO SOME- 
THING 
REALLY 
STRANGE 
BACK 
THERE? 


HE WAS 
PRAISING 
you. 











THIS TIME 
IT’S HERE, 
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I GUESS * 
s irwael ) 
| YOKO-SAN a 
|| DOG THE] 
| | BARGAINING, | 

THOUGH, | 

















THAT WAS 
AN AWFUL 


EXPERIENCE! | 


NOT EVEN A CAT COULD 
GET THROUGH THERE! 












































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































‘MBN; 


IM 
TIRED! 


AND SHE SAID 
SHE WANTS ME 
TO MAKE 
BREAKFAST 
FOR HER. 


BETTER 
GET TO 









































































































































































































































































































































































































































aa DOMEKIS 
GRAND- 
FATHER... $/ 
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BH THAT'S | 
DEMEKI'S | 
NAMEP 

















YOU'RE 
HAVING 
TROUBLE 
DEALING 
WITH 
SHIZUKAP 























YAY 
Y_\_] THE MOMENT 
WE FIRST MET, 
—S——= IT TURNED 


INTO A BIG 
FIGHT. 









CT 
\ 


[> 
() FIND SINCE 
4 
BUT ALL 


THEN HIS 
THE WHILE, 


ATTITUDE 
HAS BEEN 
‘ime 
J as 
WE SEEM Lf - 
TOKEEP |, k / 
cerns | DAYS 


TERRIBLE. 
CAUGHT LIP 
IN EACH { 
OTHER’S 


\o 




















aie Ue 
fit tea 


BUSINESS. | = 
dl \ 











GET THE 
GUY 
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WHY ADRERM HAND... 
ABOUT DOMEKI'S 
GRANDFATHER? 








you HAD 
THE DREAM 
THAT WAS 
IN THIS 
BALLOON, 
RIGHTP 











RH. THAT NIGHT 
WHEN I WAS BEING 
CHASED BY THE 
SPIRIT, T REMEMBER 
BEING RESCUED 
BY HIM AND... 











— 
A COINCI 
DENCE LIKE Ue 
DREAM INSIDE 
THIS BROKEN 


BALLOON-THE 
GOOD-FORTUNE 
DREAM YOU 
BOUGHT RAFTER 
THE DRERM BUYER 
RAISED IT FOR 
FA LONG TIME 
WAS A DREAM 
OF DOMEKI'S 
GRANDFATHER. 




















THERE IS NO i 
COINCIDENCE IN 
} ( H THIS WORLD. 
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THEN HE 


SHOWED ME 
A PICTURE 
OF A GIRL IN 

A KIMONO. 


















4 


DOMEKI'S 
GRAND- 
++ SAID THAT 
DOMEKI IS FATHER... | 
ASTRONG 
Boy. 


























ONE 
COULD 
CALLITA 
MAGICAL 
RITE. 
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THERE WAS A 
CUSTOM OF DRESSING 
BOYS IN WOMEN’S 
CLOTHES WHEN THEY 
WERE VERY YOUNG IN 
ORDER TO FORCE 
WEAK BOYS TO GROW 
UP STRONGER, 





























THAT 
MEANS. 


++ THAT 
THE PHOTO 
THAT I 
SAW WAS... 




















rpousT (AL 
IT EXISTS. 


NOW 
I KNOW 
PART OF 
DOMEKI’S 
MOST 


EMBAR- 
RASSING 
PAST/ 





YOU FINALLY 


GET YOURSELF ” * ? DRESSED 
| GOOD OMEN, 5, 
AND YOU USE IT Acacias . HIM AS 


Ae YOURS MASK-FACE 6 ; A 
MAKE YOURSELF a Z " 
tia WHEN HE 


WERKNESS! < WAS A 
KID! 


INA 
MANNER OF 
SPEAKING, 


WHEN YOU 
WERE YOUNG, 
YOU WERE A 
WERK CHILD... 























FIND YOU 
WERE A 
WOMAN!! 


WHEN TI 
WORE A 
KIMONO? 



























































































































































WITH HIM 

THIS EARLY 
INTHE AS 

MORNING? 











A PLACE YOU 


CAN GET TO BY 
FLYING WITH A 1 /. a 
TENGU’S FAN! ; ( = YUKO TOLD 
oi > > ej METO GO OUT 
AND GET SOME 
EGGPLANTS/ 








vio sAIp 
SHE WANTS 
YOU TO COOK 
SOMETHING 
WITH THESE 
EGGPLANTS 





DINNER 





STEWED 
EGGPLANT/ 


EGG- 
PLANT 
WITH 
CHEESE 
ON TOP/ 


EGGPLANT 
AU GRATIN/ 


% EGGPLANT 
DENGAKL/ 
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THE 
CHERRY 
TREES ON 
THE SCHOOL 
GROUNDS 
ARE 
BEAUTIFUL 
THIS YEAR, 


IT’S TURNED 
COMPLETELY 
INTO SPRING, 


MY HEART 
HAS TURNED 
COMPLETELY 
INTO SPRING, 


“TRUE STORIES? 


GHOSTLY 
EXPERIENCES, 
A WORLD YOU 

MAY NOT KNOW 
ABOUT.” 


DID YOU 
SEE THAT TV 
PROGRAM 
LAST NIGHT 
AT NINE? 





I MISSED 
IT, TOO. 


THERE 
WAS THIS 
GIRL THEY 
THE GIRL CALLED A We ow 
WHO DID THE ~»spIRITURL was RBOLIT 
EXORCISM WAS = peycHIC,” HOW THEY 
SOMEWHERE THINK. TRIED TO 
AROUND GRADE- EXORCISE 
SCHOOL AGE. THE GHOST. 
I WAS SO 
SURPRISED, 


ITHAD 
A STORY 
ABOUTA 
WOMPN 
WHO SAID 
SHE SAW A 
GHOST 
INAN OLD 
SHUT-DOWN 
HOTEL, 


NEXT TIME 
ITLL BE THEY'RE 


AGHOST STILL 
THAT'S DOING 
HFUNTING — IT 
Fl CHERRY- 
BLOSSOM 
TREE. 


HIMAWARI-CHAN, 
YOU HAVE NO 
PROBLEMS 
WITH THAT 
SUPERNATURAL 
OR SCARY 

STUFR HUHP 





BUT I SUPPOSE 
IT WOULD BE VERY 


HARD ON THOSE 
PEOPLE WHO CAN 
ACTUALLY SEE OR 

FEEL THEM 





© HIMEWARE 
SAN... 





MUNCH 


r t 


LISTEN! 
WHEN Al 
GUY'S BEING 
MOVED BY 
THE KINDNESS 
OF OTHERS, 
DON'T SPOIL 
THE MOOD 
WITH YOUR 
LOUD 
EATING! 
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EATING! f... : Ba DOMEKI- 
i F KUN SURE 

LOOKED 

LIKE HE WAS 

ENJOYING 
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NOT ONLY 
DOES HE 
HAVE NO 


MAN, 

THAT 
DOMEKI 
IS SUCH 
A JERKY 





ARE CHERRY 
BLOSSOMS 











NEAR HERS 














TELE 
IF SOME- VISIONP ° 
THING WERE , 


TO HAPPEN 


\ \ TO HER, WHAT 
WOULD YOU 








MOTHER... 









T REALLY 
WISH YOU 
WOULD STAY 
TGUESS AWAY FROM 

THIS TIME PEOPLE 
ITCAN'T WHO DON’T 
BEHELPED UNDERSTAND 

















HONESTLY! 
I CAN‘T TAKE 
My EYES OFF 


YOUR 
SITUATION/ 
OF THE OF YOU FOR 
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é 

eo 

jof 

Dont fl 

ef YOUTHINK = [f 
IT'S TIME WE 





YOU BO 
UNDERSTAND 
MY SITUATION 

AT LEAST A 
LITTLE, DON’T 
YOuP 
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DO YOU 
KNOW HER? 





SHE'S THE 

SPIRITUAL 
PSYCHIC 

I SAW ON 

TELEVISION 

LAST NIGHT... 
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SPIRITUAL 
PSYCHIC... 

































































































































































AND THIS 
GIRL SAID 
THAT TO 


UNDERSTAND 


MY SITUATION 
AT LEAST A 
LITTLE, DON’T 
your’ 
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WHAT 
DID YOu 
THINK OF IT 
WATANUKIP 










































KNOW ANY- 
THING ABOUT 
EXORCISING 
GHOSTS OR 
ANYTHING 
LIKE THAT... 












THAD THE 
FEELING THAT 
SHE WAS 
SOMETHING 
LIKE ME 





EITHER WAY, 
YOU AND THAT 
GIRL HAVE A 
CONNECTION 


WATANUKIS 
THE BATH 
IS READY! 


THANKS! 
TLL BE 
RIGHT 
THERES 





Z = 
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b ee | 
oo EG / Sng 
aw eas / } 


> <a 

























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































THAT 
IS ALSO 


= WATANUKI'S 


CHOICE. 


aa, TX y 





HIMAWARI-CHAN 
CRN’T COME SINCE 
SHE'S HELPING 
OUT THE TERCHER 


HUHP 
YOU'RE 
EATING 

* ALREADY?! 


even BEFORE ME, THE 


GUY WHO MADE TP 





























Aww MY FLIN 
LUNCH-BRERK 
BENTO TIME 
HAS TO BE 
SPENT WITH 
your 





YESTERDAY 
I SAW A LITTLE 
GIRL BENEATH 

A CHERRY 
TREE... 








WHAT KIND 
OF RULES 
DOES THIS 
EYE PLAY 
BY? 



























YOU DONT 
THE RR ALWAYS SEE 
THROUGH IT, 
THAT WOULD oF a 2 RIGHT? 
MEAN THAT YOU , 


CAN SEE WHEN 
SOMETHING 
VERY UNUSUAL 
APPEARS, 
HUHP 





ACCORDING 
TO HIMAWARI- 
CHAN, THE 
GIRL HAS HAD LIKE 
SOME ODD SPIRITS 
EXPERIENCES... OR 
MONSTERS... 
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THAT 






BUT WHEN T 







MAKES HAD THAT DREAM 
ABOUT YOUR 
SENSE. GRANDFATHER, 
YOU DIDN'T SEE 







IT, DID yOuP 









I DON'T 

THINK YOU SEE 

DREAMS WITH 
YOUR EYES. 















v 7 










THE SPIRIT ' 
I SAW ON THE 2 BUT YOU DON’T 
WAY HOME FROM SEE EVERYTHING 
SCHOOL LAST THAT’S STRANGE, 
WEEK... DO YouP 
| YOU DIRN’T SAY ANYTHING 


FBOUFITTHENEXTDRY, = fe 








THEN THE SIZE Tal 
OR STRENGTH I DIDN'T 


ad SEE ANY- 
WHAT OF THE SPIRIT Tice, | 


HAPPENED \ 
WHEN YOU 


SAW THAT 
SPIRIT LAST 
WEEK? 























SO I JUST 

















KEPT ON 
GOING. 
IT WASN'T 
ANYTHING Tice 
TO BE 
SHOCKED 
AT 
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THAT'S 
TRUE... 






























































































































































































































































































































é +e THEN = 
: ONE MORE = 
* CONDITION = 

é MAY BE YOU 































































YOURSELF. 
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TO nh 
ea) 
ee a. 


) 


YOu EXPERI- 
ENCED THE 
STRANGE 
THING THAT 
KUNOGI 
TALKED 
ABOUT. 


















































AT THE TIME, 
YOUR FEELINGS 
WERE HEAVILY 
AFFECTED, AND 
MAYGE THAT'S 
WHEN I WAS 
ABLE TO SEE. 













































































ICANT ee 
SEE ANY- K 
THING THAT 


THINK 
YOU SEE, SO IT’S BETTER THAN sop 
IT FEELS LIKE 


YOU BEING ABLE TO 

IM ATA DIS- 4 SEE THROUGH IT 24 
HOURS A DAY, BUT 
I STILL DON'T GET 
WHAT'S GOING ON. 
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THE GIRL I 


MET WAS THE 7 REMEMBER THAT 
SPIRITUAL GHOST-STORY 
PSYCHIC. TV SHOW, THAT 
i HIMAWARI-CHAN 
WAS TALKING 
ABOUT? 
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IT’S BEEN 
RAINING 
EVER SINCE 
MORNING. 


DON’T LOSE 
ALL OF THEIR 
BLOSSOMS. 


wi 
zw 
zw 
wi 
arn 
O& 

i 
HE 
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THIS IS WHERE 





Olam 
cp i a er es 


es! : > i 
Nw ht) 
gy eid 8 


Gi 
Z 
4 








IF YOLI KEEP 
STANDING 
THERE... 








THINKING 
THAT I'D 
LIKE TO 

SEE YOU 


WHEN YOU 
SAY THAT YOU 
MEAN THAT YOU 
FORESAW US 
MEETING HERE? 








. THAT IFT WANT TIME AGO, 


MY MOTHER 


SOMETHING TO SAID... 


HAPPEN, I SHOULD 
KEEP THINKING 
ABOUT IT, AND IT 


WILL HAPPEN. 





BECAUSE 
|. | _WE/RE LIKE 
ERICH OTHER. 








| a 


r Ly ; {1 lI) 
4) | ley, '¢ 
ie vt feast 

i ) 








WITH ALL 
OF THOSE 
PEOPLE 








SHE FEELS 
SORRY FOR 
THE CHERRY 
TREE. 


8] «THE CHERRY 
TREE WOULD 
WITHER AND 
DIE. 
THE TREE 
HAS LIVED OUT 
ITS LIFESPAN. IT’S 
ONLY BLOOMING 
BECAUSE SHE'S 


THERE. 







AND SHE 
SRYS IF SHE’S A 
BOTHER, SHE’LL 

DISAPPEAR 


_/ 






BUT... 


..eIF THAT 

WOMAN 

WERE TO 
DISAPPERR... |<, 


IF I HAD 
NEVER COME 
HERE, THAT 
THE TREE WOMAN WOLLD 
WOULD HAVE HAVE STAYED 
{| CONTINUED IN THE TREE 
TO BLOOM. FOREVER. 


THAT'S WHAT I 
WAS THINKING... 


TD LIKE TO 
KEEP IT FROM 
ENDING THAT 


+ TM 
WONDERING 
IF THERE IS 
SOMETHING 
I CANDO 
TO HELR 


























LET’S DO 
SOMETHING. 


if 
) 
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SAID THAT 
I17’S A PURE 






































fh has Le as 
Ca ane Wy “ pe ry 

: i i 
re 


MOTHER 


a mG, } 5g ri COMES TO 
yy eee |e! 


T/MALRERDY — | eet I TOOK YOu 

ALL THIS WAY 
SOAKED, AND Lt ae 
IT ISN'T TOO ai , 
COLD TODAY. 


ALREADY 
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WE'LL BE \ 


ABLE TOMEET = | 
AGAIN WHEN 
YOURETURN = |°_ | 

IT TO ME 


gy 
er 
co 
Zz 

65 
50 
He 


| 
| | 


& 

af 
oO 
SEs 
7E6 
OZ 
2324 
ze 
oo 





i 
= 
= 
Zz 





495 


THE CHARACTERS 
FOR MAY 7TH. 


x 
we 
Re 
Pa 
Aa 
re 




















HOw IS THAT 
SPELLED? 











WATANLKI IS \ ifm Z | I’M 
SPELLED WITH THE . ; CALLED 
CHARACTERS FOR |, KIMIHIRO 

APRIL 197. \ \\ WATANLKI. 


THEY'RE 
LIKE ERCH 


AND YOUR 
PERSONAL 





» J fl) : 
aA | rre BEEN 


ALONG TIME 


| SINCE T’VE 
iS b \ BEEN CALLED 


-1T’S BEEN 
ALONG TIME 
SINCE ANYONE’S 
CALLED ME BY 
NAME. 


DO YOU 
MIND IF I 
CALL YOU 
KOHANE- 

CHAN? 


OH! WE JUST 
MET, SO YOU 
DON’T WANT 
ME TO USE 
-CHAN ON 
YOUR NAME, 
RIGHTP 

















THEY SAY 
THAT FOOLS 
NEVER CATCH 
COLDS, BLT... 























ip Py 
lif re if 
sy || |i |" | Pyar” | 
ye i 
| | {| | rhe ' ated / 
tea eth 
S| em (LU i 
| " ofl Me J | 
[hi Wie Ty, 
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ut), ALS ( \s 
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THE 

WOMAN 
IN THE 

KIMONOP 



























Ape TLL 
TLL ge READ THE 
BE JUST eae 
GOING 
THROUGH oe 
THE 
MOTIONS. WARD. 
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vs 
PROBABLY 
BECALISE 
YOU'RE STILL 
AFFECTED 












































WHAT DOES 
YOUR FAMILY 
NORMALLY 
CALL YOU? 
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YOUR FIRST NAME. 
ME TOO. WHEN MY 
PARENTS WERE 
ALIVE, THEY CALLED 
ME KIMIHIRO, 
































HER MOTHER: 
WAS RIGHT WITH 
HER. FOR IT TO 
BE ALONG TIME... 


KOHANE- 
CHAN SAID 
THAT IT HAD 
BEEN ALONG 
TIME SINCE 
SHE WAS 
CALLED BY 





RAINY DAY 
LIKE THIS? 


t WHAT WOULD © 


WE DO IF 
YOU CAUGHT 
A COLDP! 


IF THEY 
HAVE TO 
CANCEL \}} 














TELEVISION 
CREW IS 
GOING TO 
RECORD 
TOMORROW/ 





4 p : 
Mm A | V2 q 
ii a | & AN 



















1 TP = 
[l. 
SHS 
Wa 

PL 
Pal 





(ata 


L 


mn” 





YOU AND I 
ARE NOT 


TOGETHER 





gee 
Sau 
BR 
Oam 
= 








WE'LL BE 
RECORDING 
TOMORROW, 

RIGHT? 








WHAT'S THAT 
QUESTION 
SUPPOSED 

TO MEANP 
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NOTHING 
IMPURE 
PASSES 
HER LIPS, 
EITHER! 





ABSO- 
LUTELY, THE 
EXORCISM 

IS REALS 


T/VE DONE 
EVERYTHING 
TO BE SURE 
THAT NO 
IMPURITIES 
TOUCH HER 
INORDER TO 
PROTECT HER 
POWERS/ 
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WHAT?! 
THAT ISN’T 
WHAT YOU 


SAID 
BEFORE! 
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WHAT'S 
THE 
MATTER... 


Ail) STANDING 
) OUT HERE 























WITHOUT 


AN UIM- 
BRELLA. 










































































































































































































































































YOUR 
PRICE... | 


HAVEN'T I? 


\\ 

int 
oe, ‘| \ ( 
1 I Att! 
met! ait 






























































































































































AW 





Im 








» CONSIDER 
YOUR WISH 
GRANTED. 
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oe T/M 
LIMITED 

IN WHAT 
I CAN 





BUT DOESN'T 
THAT MEAN THAT 
SYRORAN AND 
HIS GROUP WILL 
BE IN TROUBLEP 


JUST NOW... 
THAT WASN’T 
SYAORAN- 
KUN, RIGHT? 


STILL, 
ONE 
COULD 
ALSO 
SAY HE 
WASN'T. 





7 
/ 

Hy 
| INSTERD 


| OF REGRET- 
! TING WHAT 
WE CANNOT 





EVEN IF FOR 
EXAMPLE, WHAT 
YOU BO HAS 
NOTHING TO 
DO WITH THE 

RESLLTS... 
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a 
rf SE WHO GAVE 


, 
MU ff YOU THAT 
& <i, 4, 

\ it THIS IS j if 
~ | Mg 
\ fi. ; y 


} 


4 DOMEKI'S... 
Mg 


TAKING 
DETOURS/ 





) STOPPED 
















OVER 
ATA 
I THINK I’M TEMPLE! 
HUNGRY. WHAIT 
WATANUKI ABOUT 
BEER THAT 
'§ ‘NO 
L GOOoD'’r! 
—— 
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aT 
BARLEY RICE AND 1! 
POTATOES ALL! ! 1! 


WHAT IS THIS? 
PEOPLE DON’T 
CONSIDER BEER 

TO BE FOOD/ 


YOU SAID YOU WERE 
HUNGRY, RIGHT? 


T/LL GET YOU 
YOU'RE YOUR BEER, BLT 
FEELING YOURE GOING 
TO EAT SOME 
FOOD WITH IT, 
UNDERSTAND? 


YOU'RE GOING TO RUIN du 
YOUR STOMACH AND = 
LIVER AT THE SAME TIME! 


wit 


| 














































































































































































































































































































































































































THE THING I WANT 
KOHANE-CHAN 
TO RECEIVE IS 
SOMETHING T 

CAN GIVE. 











I’‘LL DO = || 
WHAT I : ..-EVEN IF NOBODY 


= ELSE CALLS HER 
CAN/ = | | BYNAME,ICAN. | 
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THIS 
AFTERNOON 
IS BRISK AND 
REFRESHING. 


AND THAT'S 
WHY I ASK... 


AND WHY 
DO WE HAVE 
TO PLAY 
MAHJONG?! 




















NE 


«atl 


IT ISN'T IF YOU STRY TT ISN'T 
JUST HIS ANGRY, YOUR SO BAD! 
REACTIONS | ODD REACTIONS  !T’S SUCHA 
THAT ARE WILL GET EVEN BEAUTIFUL 

MORE ODD. DRY! 


{ 
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BESIDES, 
HERE... 





THING IS 
READY! 





529 


Q 

] 6 
(T DOESN'T 
¢ | Xl? MATTER. JUST 


HURRY UP 
AND XIPAl/ 


I... 
DON’T KNOW 
HOW TO PLAY 

MAHJONG. 



























































THE SOUND 
ISA 


THERE ARE 
FAREWELL PARTS OF CHINA 
GIFT TO THE WHERE IT IS THE 
RECENTLY CUSTOM TO PL 
DEPARTED, MAHJONG AT 
THE TIME OF A 
FUNERAL. 





JUST AT 
THE POINT 
WHERE 
OUR TILES 
HAVE BEEN 


IF IT’S °OYR,” 
THEN I7’S TEN IT’S TURNING 
HO. IF IT'S A HAND AT THE 
*KO,” THEN {T'S TIME A HAND 
CHI HO. IS DEALT. 





L GET THE 
FEELING THAT I 
HAVE AKAGI-TAN, 
TETSUYA-KUN, 
—~ FIND FIKINA-CHAN 
JUST BEHIND 
WATCHING 
OVER ME! 


CHINITSU 
WITH 





WHATS 
GOING ONP 
ARE YOU ALL 
CHANTING 
SOME 
MYSTERIOUS 
SPELLS? 


Ay 
BUTTOBI//* j 


*BUTTOBL = ZERO-POINT LOSER, 


WHAT DO 
THEY CALL 

THAT IN ! 
MAHJONG || 
JARGONP i \ 























i 





SHOSISHIY 
v 





WHILE I 
WAS STUCK 
NOT DOING 
ANYTHING, I 

WAS THE BIG 

LOSERS 
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I WANT 
SNACKS 
NOW! 

I WANT 
DRINKS 


YOU KNOW 
THIS HOUSE LIKE 
IT’S YOUR OWN, 


KITCHEN/ 


mK 


MAKE 
’ us SOME 
ALL RIGHT. SNACKS, 
ONCE WE AND LATER, 
GET BACK os 
TO THE 


iT 
was A 
JOKE. 


EHP I’M 
SUPPOSED 
TO MAKE IT 


STILL POING 
THAT WORN- 





T THINK 
SHE WARS 
VERY HAPPY 
WITH THAT 


AS WELL. 








YOUR PRICE 
1S SOME OF 
THAT ANCIENT 
SAKE FROM 
YOUR GRAND- 
FATHER’S 
} SECRET STORE- 
HOUSE, IF YOU 
PLEASES 


TO THE 
BEAUTIFUL 
DAY IN 
WHICH YOU 





Translation Notes 


For your edification and reading pleasure, here are notes to help 
you understand some of the cultural and story references from our 
translation of xxxHOLiC. 


Page 368, Mokona’s Fan 

The character on Mokona’s fan is that of longevity and 
congratulations, and the other accoutrements are reminiscent of the 
seven gods of good Juck and New Year decorations. 


Page 369, First Dream of the Year 

On the night of New Year's Day (going into January 2nd), the dream 
one has is supposed to foretell the fortunes of the upcoming year. 
Particularly fortuitous things to dream about are Mount Fuji, a hawk, 
and an eggplant. That gives you an idea of why Himawari-chan says 
what she says about the eggplant later in the page. 


Page 372, Madeleines 

A madeleine is a cake-like cookie originated by the 
French. They consist of flour, butter, sugar, eggs 
and vanilla. It's said that the cookie was named by 
Louis XV after his former cook. 





Page 373, I'll see you soon/ 
I look forward to it 

What Himawari-chan and Watanuki exchanged in Japanese were the 
standard words said when one is leaving your home or other place 
one habitually inhabits (like a place of work or school): Ittekimasu! 
It's usually followed (or preceded) by the person who is staying 
behind saying Itterashai! In this case, it would seem a little odd for 
conversation in a school room in English, so I substituted some 
appropriate English dialogue. 
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Page 377, Two People Alone... 

High school dramas tend to feature the popular, active-in-school- 
events character pairing up with the outcast. The popular character 
is very often a class representative, so a scene of two people alone 
in the class representatives’ room at the beginning of a romance has 
become something of a cliché in Japanese dramas. 


Page 419, -han/Osaka accent 

The Osaka accent in Japanese is noted in several ways in Japanese. 
There are many vocabulary differences between the accent and 
standard Japanese, for example the honorific -san becoming -han. 
In general, the Osaka accent 1s thought of as a working-class accent, 
and is thus considered a little more earthy and more fun-loving than 
the more standard Tokyo accent. The translation tries to capture the 
spirit of the accent without attaching a regional English accent to it. 


Page 428, Fox Spirit's Cart and Oden 

Watanuki stopped to eat at a food cart being run by a fox spirit 
(kitaune) selling oden (skewered meat and veggies in a stew) in the 
final chapter of volume 3. There is more information on fox spirits 
and oden in the notes for volume 3. 


Page 429, Hyakki Yaké and Being 
Saved 

Watanuki and Démeki were discovered as the only ;— 
humans marching in a parade of spirits and magical 
creatures in the first story in volume 6, after which | A PLACE you 
they were saved by the young fox spirit Watanuki ee ed 
met in volume 3. There 1s more information on the | tTeneus FAN/ 
parade (the Hyakki Yaké6) in the notes for volume 

6. 

Page 450, Tengu 

Watanuki and Mokona first encounter Tengu in 
the form of Karasu Tengu in the first story found 
in volume 4, and more information on Tengu can 
be found in the notes at the back of that volume. 










Page 452, Dengaku 

Dengaku 1s one of Japan's oldest ways of cooking with miso. To 
make dengaku, one grills meat or vegetables on a skewer, then 
coats the food with a sweet miso sauce and grills it a second time. 


Page 454, Cherry Blossoms 
Cherry blossoms are a symbol of Japan. They are the most important 
sign of spring in the country. 


Page 454, TV Programs 

“True” stories of the supernatural done in documentary style have 
been popular on Japanese television for decades. They are usually 
cheaply made, but they can garner enormous ratings. 





Page 501, Shésayu 

The name of the drink favored by 
Démeki's grandfather 1s made up of 
the kanji for life, river, and hot water. 
A translation of the kanji would sound 
a little like “tea of the river of life.” 


Page 527, Ishidaya Saké 
Made by the saké maker Kokuryu of 
Fukui, Ishidaya is a famous (and 
expensive) saké, 














Page 528, Mahjong 

Legend indicates that mahjong, the famous tile game, was invented 
by Confucius in 500 BC, but history first records it around 1880. By 
the first decade of the twentieth century it was no longer a game 
just for the aristocracy, and by the 1920s it was adopted worldwide 
(but most ardently in east Asia). It isn't in the scope of these notes to 
explain the rules, but here are a few particulars that will help you 
follow the manga. Everyone starts out with a number of points, and 
the points are transferred from the losers to the winners (through a 
very complicated set of rules). The first to draw a combination of 
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three of a kind, four of a kind, or runs of three suited numbers (a 
single pair is also allowable in the hand, but all others are usually 
threes or fours) so that all fourteen tiles in a hand are accounted 
for, is the winner of the hand and is able to take points from one or 
more of the other players. Mahjong 1s used for gambling so the 
points also represent money. Most of the manga panels in this story 
show the characters winning using certain specially named hands 
(such as Ten ho or Datsharin) that receive large amounts of points. 
Mahjong, as played by Japanese rules, is a fast-paced game where 
players are constantly grabbing tiles as quickly as possible, so 
Kimihiro is at a very great disadvantage. 


Page 530, Xipai 
Yako used the Chinese pronunciation for the word that means 
mixing up mahjong tiles. 


Page 532, Ten Ho 

Ten he means that a winning hand is dealt to 
the player. Including three three-of-a-kind 
tiles and one pair, the hand is worth a great 
number of points. 


Page 532, Oya, Ko, Chi Ho 

Oya 1s the Japanese word for parent. Ko 1s 

the Japanese word for child. A Cht hois the 
same as a Ten ho, but means a winning hand 
that is achieved after drawing only a single tile. 














Page 533, Mahjong Manga 

The rumors are true. There is a whole genre of manga anthology 
magazines that are devoted entirely to mahjong comics. Before you 
scoff at the idea of manga about a table game, you should take a 
look at the exciting layouts of tiles and melodramatic epic games in 
these manga. The three people “watching over" Yako are Akagi, the 
title character of Tohai Denaetau Akagi (Battle Tilea Legend Akagi), 
similarly Tetsuya is the title character of Shébuahi Denaetau Tetauya 


546 


(Gambier Legend Tetsuya); and Akina is the busty mahjong-playing 
beauty from comedy-filled Super Zugan. 


Page 533, Mokona’'s References 

These are three references that Japanese fans of mahjong would 
recognize. Akiikan Zeppé 1s a strategy for gambling formulated by 
master Michiru Ando. It advocates aggressive play when it seems 
that luck is not with you. Setkyé Mahjong is a gambling strategy 
found in the manga Gin to Kin (Silver and Gold) by Nobuyuki 
Fukumoto. And Wareme-Pon is a mahjong-themed TV show. 


Page 533, Daisharin 

This winning hand 1s seven pairs of one “suit” all in order. In other 
words, it's like drawing two straight flushes in poker that are exactly 
the same. 


Page 533, Chinitau with Dora 10 
A Chinitsu 1s a winning hand where all of the tiles are of the same 
“suit.” Dora are the bonus tiles, and Yako has a bonus of 10. 





Page 534, Shdsiishi 


THE Also called the Little Four Joys, this winning 
WORLD OF i i 
CoMeeON hand includes multiple tiles of all of the four 
18 A HARD winds (North, South, East and West). 
ONE, HIROMI 


Page 534, Nagashi Mangan 

A game that is won such that the winning player 
has never given away any tiles that help another 
player complete a three-tile run. 





Page 539, Hiromi 

The phrase, "The world of competition is a hard 
one, Hiromi!" 1s a famous phrase out of the 
perennial classic tennis manga, Ace wo Neraz 
(Aim for the Ace). Hiromi is the talented young 
main character. 
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PRAISE FOR THE 
‘This series never fails to “A very funny look at what happens when 
put a smile on my face two strange and strangely well-suited people 
Dramatic Reviews try to navigate the thorny path to true love 
y together.” 
—..) -Anime News Network 


OPPOSITES ATTRACT... MAYBE? : 
Haru Yoshida Is feared as an unstable and violent “monster” J : 
Mizutani Shizuku is a grade-obsessed student with no friends. = 
Fate brings these two together to form the most unlikely pair Haru 

firmly believes he’s in love with Mizutani and she firmly believes 

he’s insane. KODANSHA 


@ Robico/ Kodansha Ltd Allrights reserved! COMICS 
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Vo DOG 
DEREGHIVE 


When Takeru adopts a new pet, he’s in for a surprise—the dog is 
none other than the reincarnation of Sherlock Holmes. With no 
one else able to communicate with Holmes, Takeru is roped into 
becoming Sherdog’s assistant, John Watson. Using his sleuthing 

skills, Holmes uncovers clues to solve the trickiest crimes. @ 





© Yuma Ando and Yuki Sato / Kedansha Lid All nghts reserved 


















Praise for the anime: 


two young pe ople 
the real thing” 


“Always it is smarter, more poetic, more 
touching, jusplain better than you thin 


Mei Tachibana has no friends — and says she doesn’t need them! 


But everything changes when she accidentally roundhouse kicks the most 
popular boy in school! However, Yamato Kurosawa isn’t angry in the slightest— 
in fact, he thinks his ordinary life could use an unusual girl like Mei. But winning 
Mei’s trust will be a tough task. How long will she refuse to say, “I love you"? 


© Kanee Hazuki/ Kodansha Ltd. All nghts reserved. 
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SAVE I BI 


+ 


Vau've vead the ; 
NOW WATCH XXXHOLiC IN ACTION! 


Own the epic Ist season on DVD at the lowest price ever! 


& 


you should be watching funimation.com/axaholic 
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[ISTOP!] 


You're going the wrong way! 


Manga is a completely 
different type of reading 
experience. 


To start at the beginning, 
go to the end! 


That's right! Authentic manga 1s read the traditional Japanese 
way—from right to left. Exactly the opposite of how American 
books are read. It’s easy to follow: Just go to the other end of the 
book, and read each page—and each panel—from right side to left 
side, starting at the top right. Now you're experiencing manga as it 
was meant to be! 





